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now te say thal our thanks are due to
the Colonial Secretary who has {aken =o
mnch trouble i introducing measores to
this House, and 1 think he has suncceeded
most admirably, I am not going to say
that he does not make mistakes, I think
he made a couple of mistakes yesterday,
but apart from those mistakes the {‘ol-
onial Secretary deserves the commenda-
tion of hon. members for the capable
manner in whiech he has discharged the
duties of leader of the House, and for
the trouble he has always taken in see-
ing that all the measures are put before
members in a ¢lear manner, 1 have mueh
pleasure in saying that we all appreeiate
the way in whieh he has dealt with the
Bills which have heen placed before us.
The Colonial Secretary las had the able
assistance of the Honorary Minister. T
am quite certain that Mr. MeKenzie is
aspiring in the course of time to fill the
position now oceupied by the Colonial
Secretary, amd if he attains to that posi-
tion, I am sure, having seen the suceessful
way it which he has introduced the few
Bills of which he has been in charge this
session, it will be with eredit to himself
and to this House. I have pleasure,
therefore, in putting on record our appre-
cation of the services which the Calonial
Secretary and the Honorary Minister
have rendered 1o this House.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [
appreeiate very wwuch the kind remarks
made by Sir Edward Wittenoom, and T
trust that in the future my relations with
the House will be as pleasing as they
have been in the pasi, Naturally, of
course, there ix a pood deal of work
thrown on one veeupying the position of
leader of the House, but, as Sir Fdward
Wittenoom said, it has heen lightened
very considernhly this session by the as-
sistanee of my colleague, Mr. MeKenzie.
That assistance T very much appreciate,
and anyone who hus oecupied this posi-
tion will readily understand that to be
relieved of a number of Bills during the
stress of work at the end of the session
is 3 very great help. I again thank Sir
Edward Wittenoom for the kindly wishes
he has expressed.

Hen. R. D. MeKENZIE
orary Minister) :

{the Hon-
T, too, wish to express

377

my gratitude tor the generous remarks of
Sir Edward Wittenvom. I do not know
that [ am aspiving to the position ocen-
pied by the (‘ulonial Seeretary; indeed,
I had no idea of the amount of work he
had to do uutil I became an Honorary
Minister. Now I am able to appreviate
the very strenous nature of the position
he oceupies, and the tremendous amount
of energy and application he has to give
to his work in vrder to put the namerous
Rills before the Chamber in the way he
has done.  Sir Edward Wittenrom
stated that the men who work hardest
in Parliament are the leader of the Op-
position and the leader of this House.
T think we may say that the leader of
this House i worked very mueh harder
thau the leader of the Opposition, and,
therefore, he is the hardest worked man
in the Partiament of Western Australia.

Houwse adjourned at 7.45 p.m.

Legislative Fssembiy,
Friday, Srd February, 1911.
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URGENCY MOTION-—RALLWAY
FATALITY, MARRINUP,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): 1 desire to
move the adjournment of the House
on a matter of urgency.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. wmember
has pla.ced in my hands his reasons for
wishing to move the adjournment of
the House.

Seven members having rvisen in their
places,

Mr. GEORGE said: From the news-
papers of this morning and other in-
formation to hand, T find there has been
a railway accident on the Pinjarra-
Marrinup line by which the driver of
the engine lost his life. T have no
desire to ask hon. members to prejudge
the case, because the information before
us is too meagre to do more than justify
us in expressing an opinion as a direction
to the Government in regard to their
policy of railway construction. This
particular railway was built principally
for the purpose of conveying timber,
Those of us who have been connected
with the timber trade know perfectly
well that in addition to sawn timber,
long piles and heavy beams have to
bo carried, and we know that bringing
timber of that description down steep
grades’ and round heavy curves can
scarcely be regarded as coming within
the margin of safety. On private timber
lines the bringing down of piles is regarded
as of such serious importance that extra
precautions are taken by experienced
men to see there is no undue possibility
of accident. As I say, the particulars
we have of this accident are so meagre
that it is impossible to form any judg-
ment in connection with it, and my
object is more particularly to point
out that this is the first toll of death
taken by the policy of building light
lines where nothing but heavy lines
and the best that can be given should
be placed at the disposal of those who
have to drive the trains. Hon. members
will remember that when the Bill was
before the House the attention of the
Government was drawn to the fact that
45 pound rails, short sleepers, scanty
earthworks, sharp curves, and heavy
grades were the cheracteristics of this
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line. Since | have been in the Houyse
I have. not for personal notority, but
as a result of my experience in con-
nection with the ranning of oue railwayvs,
advocated & strict regard for =afety:
safety not merely for the passengers,
but for those who drive the trains.
When the late Mr. . V. O'Connor was
Engineer-in-Chief, it had become an
accepted factor amongst railway en.
gineers that grades on these lines in
the Darling Ranges should not he
steeper than one in 60, buat for the
purpose of cheapness—i would call it
false economy —this line was built on
& ruling grade of one in 45. This vailway
passes up a big gorge. The material
at the disposal of those who huilt the
line was very scanty, and in consecquence
the banks, which are steep, are wverv
narrow indeed ; - short sleepers have
been used, and on a line built in a district
subject to a heavy rainfall. these banks
have neve: become consolidated and
never will. True, this accident did not
cceur on these particular perts: still,
as we know, when going down steep
grades, nne pets a certain amount of
way on, and a certain sheping in the
twist of the trucks carrying the piles,
and when the train comes &0 something
approaching a level, it displays a tend.
ency to leave the line,

The Minister for Railways: Why
form an opinion before we get the
information ?

Mr. GEORGE: I am trying to he
dispassionate. The Alinister may not
feel so strongly -on this as [ do. Tt
mesns the destruction of bhuman life
when it can be avoided. That is the
point T wish to bring before the Govern.
ment, and if the Minister will possess
his soul in peace and his tongue in
silence, he will be able to reply later.
I wish to avoid any possibility of re-
petition of this accident. [In the bringing
down of these long piles a certain twist
sots up along the trucks, one going one
way and the other the other, with the
conseguence that the couplings and ties
are shaken loose. [t was probably this
which the driver felt. and which impelled
him to jimp offi [ am not desirous
of prejuding this matter, lLecanse we
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have not the particulors before us;
but seeing that we will probably close
our session to-day, and that when the
ovidence comes forward we shall not
have an opportunity of discussing it
here, I say the Government should
afford us s special opportunity of going
into it when the time comes. Where
there are steep lines to be worked it
is not a fair thing to the country or to
the passengers, and it is absolutely unfair
to the men who have the responsibility
of driving the train, that the best possible
road, is not provided, & strong solid road
over which they can feel confidence
in running. I know that on one of the
projected lines, the Northampton-Ajana
I think it is, they are going to have
one in 40 curves. I ask the Govern-
ment to consider whether that cannot
be avoided. I am satisfied the House
will vote the necessary money to make
these lines good and solid, and 1 ask
the Government to carry this in their
minds. No hon. member would think
of refusing the money to make these lines
safe. Without any idea of embarrassing
the Government I want to suggest that
when the evidence in connection with
this accident is submitted, they will
allow members of the House during
recess to see that evidence and determine
for themselves the cause of the accident.
The particulars we get in newspapers
must of necessity be meagre, and have
but little weight, because the writers
have not had a life training at the game.
I want hon. merabers to have an oppor-
tunity of seeing the reports of the men
who have spent their lives in building
and running railways. While it is de-
sirable not to waste the funds of the
State, I say let us rather run the risk
of being eccused of wasting mnoney
than have poor fellows killed in the
execution of their.duty. For that reason
I feel I would not be faithful to my
duty if I took no action on this occasion.
I beg to move—

That the House do now adjourn.
- The PREMIER (Hon, Frank Wilson) :

While, of course, in common with the
member for Murray and every member
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of the Chamber I regret exceedingly
the unfortunate accident which - has
taken place on this line, and all the
morc because it has resulted in the.
death of the engine-driver, yet I must
say at once I think it would be unwise
for any of us to jump te a conclusion
as to the cause of the accident. More
than that, I think the member for
Murray, from his practical experience
and knowledge of the running of such
railways, will agree that we cannot
for one moment, on the meagre infor-
mation at our disposal, accept any idea
a3 to the cause of this unfortunate
accident. To say it is due to the
lack of money voted by Parliament for
the construction of the line would be
absurd and unjust ; to say it is due to
the grades being too steep, or the curves
too sharp, would I think in the same
way be unjust at the present juncture.
The hon. member knows full well that
lines of thia description in timber country
and on the Darling Range are built
with sharp curves, and on steep grades.
For many years after I came to this
State, in common with the hon. member,
I manipulated heavy traffic of this
description over a road which was not
& patch on this railway, and I know the
hon. member dealt with very heavy
traffic on & line which had a one in 3
curve, and a one in 26 grade. The
gharpest curve on the Upper Darling
Range line that I manipulated was one
in 5, and we had a one in 6, yet we
carried meny thousands of tons of this
heavy traffic each year when I managed
that railwey and during the years the
hon. member managed the Jarrashdale
Compeny’s concern, The hon. member
has perhaps overlooked the fact that
this railway was constructed depsrt-
mentally, and thet the cost largely ex-
ceeded the estimate. There was no
restriction of money. The railway wasg
built well so far as I know. It cost.
50 per cent. more than the first estimate,
so thers cannot be any idea that the
Government or the Engineering Depart-
ment have scamped their work, and so
caused this unfortunate accident. It
seems t0 me this morning we ought
rather to refrain from jumping to any
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hasty conclusions. We know that acci-
dents happen on the very best railway
systems whether they are built with
45lb. reils or 100lb. rails, or whether
the sleepers are 6ft. 6in. x 8in. x 4in.,
or whether they are heavier. Accidents
will happen, and the cause way have
nothing to do with the construction of
the road. It may be faulty loading ;
s chain may break. So L think it would
be out of place this morning to discuss
this matter or even to insinuate that
blame is on the Railway Department or
the construction branch of the Public
Warks Department.

Mr. George: I do not think I said
anything of the sort.

The PREMIER: There seemed to
be & tendency to say thet it was a cheap
and nasty reilway that was the cause
of the accident. The hon. member
ran traffic with 35lb. rails on the Rocking-
ham line and his engines jumped the
rails on many occasions.

Mr. Bolton: And had fstalities.

Mr. George: Only one. A man ran
atong the piles and got erushed.

The PREMIER: We could have
lines constructed with 35lb. rails, and
have traffic carried safely over them.

Mr. Collier : And there can be accidents
with 80lb. rails.

The FPREMIER : Accidents will
happen with any rails. I ask the House,
while expressing sympathy with the
family and friends of this unfortunate
man and regretéing the loss of life that
has been occasioned through the aceident,
to refrain f{rom passing judgment until
we have the whole of the evidence.
That evidence asked for by the hon. mem.
ber will be forthcoming when the case
in inquired into. It will be at the
disposal of any hon. member. In fact
all the information the Government
obtain will be at the disposal of any
hon. member who desires it. I think
generally our Railway Department and
those in charge of the railway system of
Waestern Australia, more especially those
in charge of the running of the system,
are to be congratulated on the fact that
we have heen so practically immune
from accidents of a fatel nature during
the past years in Western Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.}]

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest): I think
the member for Murray must admit
that the particulars are too ineagre
until the evidence is forthcoming to
allow us to pass & definite opinion, but
T take it that in the near future +when
the deopartmental experts have given
their opinions the evidence will be
submitted to members, and if there is
any indictment to Le served up agsinst
the department & different line of oper-
ation will be proposed to be adopted
in the future. [ believe this railway
presented more engineering difficulties
than any other line undertaken by the
Government in recent years. As the
member for Murray has pointed out,
the survey 14 yesrs ago cost £4,000, and
this would indicate that difficulties were
presented even to the surveyors. [
have held the opinion ever since the
railway was completed that it would not
be too satisfactory for the reason that
the grades are too steep and the curves
too sharp. Engines can take heavy
loads on the down grade, but they are
unable on this line to pull up sufficient
empty trucks to take a big load away.
This indicates how very steep the grades
are. I have no intention of offering an
opinion as to how the accident occurred.
It is wise to wait until we have the
evidence hefore us. If that evidence
shows that the line has been construeted
in a faulty way, that the rails end
sleepers are not of & sufficient weight
and size, we should adopt the suggestion
of the member for Murray and put down
in mountainous country like this a
different system. 1t is deplorable such
& large number of accidents oceur in
the South-West country. In this morn.
ing's paper two f{atal accidents are
reported, the one brought under notice
by the hon. member, and another
which was on one of the private lines,
& man having been run over by a train.
It is only a few wesks since & couple of
other accidents occurred on a private
line. The risks of bringing down timber
on the zig-zag lines are extremely great.
However, while regretting that this
accident has occurred. I do not think
we can do more than deplore the fa v.
Certainly our railways have been eom-
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paratively free from accidents. [ deeply
sympathise with the relatives of the
unfortunate victim in the heavy loss
they have sustained.

Mr. BOLTON {North Fremeantle): |
think it is unfortunate on the oceasion
of this accident to refer to policy, as to
whether a line has been built light or
heavy, or with a small or big radius of
curves. The member for Murray feels
strongly on the point, as he has previously
raised his voice against this line and
sgainst the policy ; but my remarks
will refer to the unfortunate victim. He
was o colleague of mine, and 1 knew
him well. He was a thoroughly capable
man. I wish to ask hon. members not
to pre-judge the matter. [ helieve a
departmental inquiry will be held, and
I shall be pleased to have the opportunity
of perusing the result of the inguiry. I
have a practical knowledge of the
danger of carrying piles over three or
four carriages, and T believe it will be
the cause of this accident, but we should
not pre-judge the matter now. T have
pufficient faith in the Government to
know that they will have a proper
inquiry made, and that they will make
provision for the relatives of this un-
fortunate man, although he left his
engine. He may have escaped had he
not left his engine ; on the other hand
he may not have escaped had he re-
mained. At any rate I ask hon. members
not to pre-judge the matter.

Mr. GILL (Balkatta): The Premier
seems to have got into his mind that
a cheap railway can be worked success-
fully and practically without danger.

The Premier: T said a light railway,
not & cheap railway.

Mr. GILL: When we speak of light
railways, we generally speak of cheap
railways. The hon. member instanced
one in the hills belonging to one of the
timber companies. Not only in con-
nection with that railway, but with the
whole railway system 13 years ago. the
fact that we were so immune from
accidents in working the lines through
the hills was the fact that the lines were
s0 absolutely dangerous that the men
were always on the look-out for aceidents.
A full investigation will be made T know,

-in connection with this matter.

but wnfortunately in regard to many

of these accidents the one ohject of the :
inquiry appears to be often to try to -
show that the persons working the *

trains are at fault. [ hope there will

be & full and fair inquiry in this case, -
so that we will get at the full facts. -

I do not think we should attempt here
to day to judge who was at fault. It
may be no one’s fault, or it may be
someone’s fault. 1 hope the inquiry
will not be taken up with the object of
proving that the unfortunate man who

was killed was at fault, as sometimes,

I am sorry to sev. has been the oase
in the past.

The MINISTER
(Hon. H. Gregory):
in eonnecton with this matter

FOR RAILWAYS
1 just wish to say
that

the fullest inguiry will be made, and -

there will be no objection to making all
the evidence as public as possible.
However, I ask that there will be nothing
done to pre-judge the case. We know
nothing of the accident except that
one of the staff has been killed, and we
all deplore it. On the other hand until
we receive the fullest information we
should not pre-judge the case.

Mr. GEORGTE (in reply): | thank
the Premier and the Minister that
members will have an opportunity of
sesing all the evidence and documents
I am
sorry that in the course of my remarks
which were naturally unprepared. T
gave the impression that T was anxious
to get hon. members to pre-judge the
matter ; [ was not anxious to do that ;
but, seeing we have passed railways with
grades of one in 40, I wanted the Govern
ment to be impressed with the necessity

of seeing that the roads on these particular -

railways are built strongly and well.
I cast no reflection whatever on the

Working Railways., or on the Public
If there is any .

Works Department.

3T

man whe should know the work that -

the officers in connection with railway
construction have done, without ezotism
I think I can lay claim to be that man,
and I say that in the Working Railways,

and as far a3 I have come into contact -
with it, the Public Works Department, '

we have the pick of railway engineers
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and railway contractors to be found in
the whole of Australasia, and there
are men there who, were 1 in business
again, 1 would not hesitate to take into
my employment.

Mr. Bolton :
staff, too.

Mr. GEORGE : As my friend points
out, it applies to the staff as well. The
Government should not be safraid of
this House or the country endorsing
expenditure when there iz a difficult
line to build. The Government should
always ask for sufficient money and
give us the best. [ hope the House will
not take it that 1 have tried to prejudice
the matter ; I have only endeavoured
to indicate the desirability of giving
the men & decent row to hoe. With the
assurance that I have received from the
Government I think I have done sufficient,
‘and, with the permisssion of the House,
I will withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

That applies to the

QUESTION—~RUTHERGLEN FLY
AT COLLIE,

Mr. JACOBY ausked the Minister
for Agriculture : 1, [s it true as reported
that Rutherglen fly has been discovered
at Collie * 2, [f 0. when did the Depart-
ment of Agriculture learn of the dis-
covery, and by whom was it made ?
3, What steps are being taken in con-
nection with the matter ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANYS replied :
L, Yes. 2, In this voar on 17th January
the Department rveceived a specimen
from Mr. W. H. Bradbury, Barrier, via
Collie. The pest has however been
know to exist in the State for at least
8 years. '3, In every case brought under
notice detailed advice is given how to
cope with the pest. An inspector will
be sent to the district at once.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,
: Incorrect Press Reporl.
. Mr. UNDERWOOTD (Pilbara): It
is not often that I trouble the House
on a matter of privilege, but T desire
to do so to.day, just to eall attention to
& paragraph which appears in yesterday's
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issue of the Daily News in the report of
the proceedings of this House of the
night before last.

Mr. Collier : The Daily News again.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : It is in regard
to the question of barmaids, and the
paragraph to which 1 tako oxception
reads—

Mr. Underwood spoke to this . . . ..
He opined that the bar was not the
piace for a respectable woman.

That is the sentence to which I take
exception. Further down in the report
it goes on to say—

Mr. Troy held up Mr. Underwood,
who he said had made out a case for
the removal of women from an un-
desirable environment ; he, however,
did not condemn barmaids, in fact,,
some of the noblest women he had
known had served in such a capacity.

I have never in the course of any public
or private statement declared that the
women behind the bars were not re-
spectable. | have alwavs held that
among the women serving in the bars
were to be found the hest we have,
morally, physically. and intellectually.
and I certainly do not desire to fathoer
such a sweeping assertion as the Dadly
News would lead its readers to believe
I made. 1 just wish to say that the
West Australian, although it only gave
me two or three lines, in recording my
remarks on this gquestion, gave its
readers & fair idea of what 1 did say.
I only wish to call attention to this and
to most emphatically deny that I ever
made the assertion that the women
behind the bars in Western Australia
are not respectable. 1 trust that the
public will see this contradiction, end
I have not the slightest hesitation in
thinking that they will prefer to believe
me rather than the Daily News.

QUESTION-—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD, WONGAN HTLLS-MUL.
LEWA RAILWAY,

Mr. ANCWIX (without notice) asked
the Premier: Whether before the
close of the session he will report to
the House the result of his inquiries as
to the statements which were supposed
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to have been made by a member of
the Railway Advisory Board with regard
to the Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway ?
+The PREMIER replied: I regret
it will be impossible for me to do as
the hon. member asked. I have not
been able to get & reply from Mr. John-
ston, who is away in the Eastern States,
or from Mr. Muir, who is in the back
country. I am afraid it will be quite
impossible to get the report asked for
and communicate it to the House before
the end of the session.

+Mr. Angwin: It is & serious matter.
+The PREMIER : I will promise the
hon. member that I will advise him
as soon as I receive the information.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.

. All Stages.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J." Mitehell) moved—

"\ That leave be given fo introduce a

Bill to close certain roads.

Mr. SCADDAN : Seeing that this is
a new Bill it would be advisable for the
Minister for Lands to state the object of
it. We could decide then whether
it was worth while to go on with it.

- The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
object of this Bill is to close certein
streets. It always happens that a
municipal council desires to close or
alter certain streets and in this case
it is a matter which concerns various
municipal couneils, probably a good
deal more than the House. It is desired
to introduce this Bill and we can better
deal with it in Committee than at this
gtage or on the second reading I can
assure hon. members that the fullest
information will be given regarding it.

Mr. Scaddan : Which municipal coun-
cils are interested t .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
bany, Broome, Bunbury, Cottesloe, Perth,
and York,

Leave given ;
read a first time.

Bill introduced and

Second Reading. '
The MINISTER FOR LANDS in
moving the second reading said : This
is the usual Streets Closure Bill which
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it is the practice to hold back till late
in the session so0 that everything necessary
may be included in it. The first street
it is desired to close is the whole of
Spring-street, Albany. This is done at
the request of the municipal council of
Albany and the desire is to open another
street & couple of chains from it. The
owners of the adjoining block and the
municipal couneil agree that this street
should be closed. The next proposal
is that a portion of Russell Esplanade
in the municipality of Bunbury be
closed. Mr. Beigel has been in oceu-
pation of portion of Russell Esplanade
and this he desires to acquire as well
as a small portion of Park Lands Reserve
A4991 which has already been excluded
from the park lands for the purpose.
The council is fully in accord with the
proposal to grant portion of the esplanade
to Mr. Beigel, and before anything
further can be done it is necessary to
obtain the sanction of Parliament to
the closure. At Broome it is desired
to reduce the width of Dampier-street
from two chains to 14 chains, Hon.
members will agree that it is unnecessary
in a place like Broome to have streets
two chains in width. At Cotteslos,
at the request of the municipal council,
the foreshore is required for other than
atreet purposes. This refers to the beaeh
at Cottesloe, which is at present included
in Swanbourne-terrace. The portion to
be excluded is required by the public
for recreation, etcetera, and, as the
street will still be two chains wide, it
will pot be impaired, and as a reserve
the council will be better able to control
the beach for the purposes for which
it is used. .

Mr. Bolton: Is this a portion of the
road that goea through the golf links ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
it has nothing to do with the golf links.
At York it is desired to close portions of
Brunswick and Maud-strests, at the
request of the municipal council. The
owners of adjoining blocks do not
object. The streets are not suitable
for traffic on account of the excavations.
A new road is to be opened in lieu of
the portions e¢losed. At Perth it is
proposed to close portions of Dyer
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and Marqguis-streets. This closure is
required by the Reilway Department in
connection with the proposed railway
alterations. The Minister for Railways
will, if the House desires, explain more
fully the necessity for the clasure of
these streets. The traffic will be taken
into Havelock-street where we now
have a subway, The portion of the
road which we propose to close is at the
present time a level crossing. I am
told that the proposed connections
with the goods yards will render this
level egossing impossible. The eonven-
ience of the public will, of course, be
interfered with to some extent by
the closure of this street, but the Railway
Department assure me that ample pro-
vision will be made for the accommodation
of the public at Havelock-street. The
yards have to be extended, and it is
absolutely necessary that this street
should be elosed. Another provision
in the Bill relates to a street in York
between Brunswick and Maud-streets.
The municipality and holders of adjoining
blocks both ask that the street shall
be closed, and it is no good for traffic
owing to the excavations. It is proposed
that another street shall be provided
to take the place of the one being closed,
so that the people will be in no risk of
being inconvenienced. I beg to move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ele.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair ; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause I—agreed to.

Clause 2—-Closure of certain roads:

Mr. FOULKES : Hed & request been
made by the msayor and councillors
of Cottesloe thet portion of Swanbourne-
terrace should be closed? He did
not know whether the council were
in fevour of the proposal

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Action
was being taken at the request of the
council.

Mr. HAYWARD : Were the provisions

relating to Bunbury streets introduced
with the concurrence of the municipality ?
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+ The MINISTER. FOR LANDS : These
alterations had been requested by the
municipality on several occasions.

Clause put and passed.

Schedule—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Counecil.

BILL—ROADS.
Council’s Amendments.

Hill returned from the Legislative
Couneil  with  thirty-four ameulments
which were now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair ; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1, Clause 5.—Strike out interpre-
tation of *‘ owner ¥ and insert—** Qwner
as applied to land means:—1, Any
person who is in possession or entitled -
to possession of the land, or in receipt
or entitled to the receipt of rents and
profits of the land, as—(a) The holder
of a legal or equitable estate of freehold
in possession therein, or (&) The holder
of an estate less than freehold under a
lease or agreement grented or made
with the Crown, or (¢) A mortgagee of
the land, or (d) The trustes, Attorney,
or suthorised agent of any such holder
or mortgagee, or 2, Any person who-—
(@) is in the unauthorised occupation of
any Crown land, or (b) Under & license or
concession relating to any apecific Crown
Land has the right of taking any profit
of the land, or {¢} Is in the actual occu-
pation (with or without fitle) of the
surface or any portion of the surface
of a mining tenement within the meaning
of ‘ The Mining Act, 1903." "

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-—

That the amendment be agreed io.
This amendment had been thought neces.
sary in view of the amendment made
in the Bill giving the owner the right
to vote, and it wae designed to make
the definition clearer.

Mr. Bath: At whose instance is it
made ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
wae made at the instance of the Par-
liamentary draftsmen.
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Question passed ; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

No.§2, Clause 29, Subclause (2)—
Strike out the second and third provisos
{lines 25 to 30) end insert:—* Pro-
vided also that the occupier shall not
be entitled to be registered as an elector
nnless, under the provisions hereinafter
contained, he applies to the Board to
have his name inserted in the electoral
list ; but if such application is made
and sustained the occupier shall be
registerad in lieu of the owner.”

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

This was really consequentiel on the
smendment recently made by the Legis-
lative Assembly. The Committee had
decided that the owner should be the
voter. It had been decided that under
certain conditions the oecupier should
be the voter, but it did not take sway
the priority of right of the owner.

Mr. ANGWIN : This amendment
would mean that the oeccupier every
year would hve to make a claim to
have his name placed on the roll. The
roads boards were in a different position
from the municipalities. In munici-
palities a large percentage of the occu-
piers of property were not the owners,
while in a roads board districts 90
per cent. were owners. It was not the
intention of Parliament to make the
ogeupier every year claim to be re-
gistered.

Mr. BATH: The amendment made
the position more complex. He did
not see the advantage of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
fears of members were unwarranted.
Once s man's name was on the roll
it remained until his removal; there
was not the alightest fear of continual
annual applications. Neither the roads
board officer nor the revision court
hed the power to alter the electoral
list until actual applications were made
to do so.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 3 (consequential) agreed to.
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KNo. 4, Clause 64, Subclause (1).—Strike
out at the end ** together with the names
of their nominators,”

The MINISTER FOR WORILKS: This
was a consequential amendment. 'The
law as it stood provided that any person
desiring to become a candidate must
be nominated by certain ratepayers ;
this clause related to his nominators.
When passing the amendment it was
framed under the conditions in the
Municipalities Act that the candidate
nominated himself. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed ; the Council’'s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5, Clause 67.—Strike out the
words after ' Ballot paper” in line 3,
down to the words '‘ face and " in line 5.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved —

That the amendment be agreed to.
This was to guarantee more effectually
the secrecy of the ballot.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.
Nos. 6, 7,

agreed to.

No. 9, Cleuse 144, Paragraph (14)—
Strike out {lds paragraph and insert—
{14.) Bubsidise any distriet norsing sys-
tem, or hospital, publie or private, for
the vreception of the sick, established
within or without its distriet, or any duly
qualified medical pracbitioner, but any ex-
penditure uuder this subsection shall not
exceed seven and a balf per centum of
the ordinary vevenue of the Board in any
finaneial year.

The MINISTER
moved—

That the amendment be agreed fo.
This amendment provided that certain
roads boards should subsidise any dis-
trict nursing systemn or hospital, public
or private, for the reception of the
sick, established within or without its
district, or any duly qusliied medical
practitioner, but eny expenditure under
this subsection should not exceed seven
and a half per centum of the ordinary
revenue of the board in any financial
year. This was proposed by the Colonial
Secretary at his (the Minister's) request.
Since passing the Bill throngh this

and 8 (consequential)

FOR  WORKS
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Chamnber applications had been made to
him by certain roads boards to jointly
subsidise & medical practitioner. There
were two or three roads boards that
waited on him who had no medical
officer. The Bill as introduced provided
for their subsidising a resident medical
officer, but the deputation pointed out
that this was no use. It would be
necessary for themm to retain some
doetor who was not resident in the
district. He (the Minister) promised
to ask the Committee to give them
the suthority. As to the power of
subsidising hospitals and a nursing
scheme, this brought the measure into
conformity with the provisions of the
Health Act.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 10, Clause 167, Subclause (2),
line 8.——8trike out * immediately make
good such fence or.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
snendment related to the entrance
by the board on private land in order
to get material for road construction,
and it required that the board, during
the term for which the land was used,
should erect a swing gate and keep it
closed. At present it was optionsl to
erect a fence or & swing gate. The
amendment would de no injury. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 11 (consequential} agreed to.

No. 12, Clause 168, Subeclanse 6,
line +—Strike out “‘as and for en
equivalent ”’ and insert ** in.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would be seen in the clause as it stood
provision was made that the old road
was given as & complete exchange and
equivalent for the new road. The amend.
ment had to be read in conjunction
with amendment No. 13, providing that
it was subject to assessment of values
as provided for in Section 164. That
would mean that anyone whose land
was resumed for & road might accept in
exchange the closed road, and if the
value of the land used for the new road
was greater than that of the closed

[ASSEMBLY.)

road they should, in addition, have
the value assessed, if necessary, under
the provisions of the Public Works Act.
He moved—
That amendments Nos. 12 and 13
be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: There should not
be a greater difference between the
value of one road and another. He
would like to know from members re-
presenting country hoards whether there
was any difficulty on this point.

Mr. PIESSE: The amendment was
very necessary. In meny instances a
new road might be made through a
portion of a man’s property and seriously
affect the value of the property.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ments agreed to.

No. 14, Clause 175, Subclause (1),
line 5.—After “ sub,st.a.nt,ml ” add “sheep-
proof.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Thm
amendment. pave the board power to
order that the land should be fenced
with a substantial sheep-prooi fence.
The object was to protect the land owner
against the ravages that might be
created by stock. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did not the clause
already give power to the roads board
to order a sheep-proof fence if they so
desired ?

The Minister for Works:
en arguable point.

Mr. SCADDAN : Under the clause as
originally draféed the board had power
to prescribe & sheep-proof fence. In
many districts where there were no
sheep there was no need for the erection
of a sheep-proof fence. If the amend-
ment were carried the board would have
no alternative to ordering a sheep-
proof fence whether it was required
or not.

Question put and negatived ; the
Couneil'’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 15, Clause 117, Subclause 3,
line 1.—S8trike out ** driven” and insert
“ found.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was merely a redrafting a.mendmenb.
He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

That is
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"Mr. BATH : This was another amend-
ment proposing to give a too arbitrary
power ; it was one thing to give a board
power to impound ecattle which were
being driven for the purpose of grazing
on a public road, and it was quite another
thing to give the board power to impound
cattle which might have strayed there
without the knowledge of the owner.

Mr, Hudson: I think they should
have that power.
Mr. Piesse: The cattle are sometitnes

turned out to graze on the road.

Mr. ANGWIN : 1t might be necessary
in townships, but he could not see any
good reason for the amendment as
applied to country roads. The amend.
rment ought to be restricted to township
areas.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
merely gave a power to roads boards,
and it was essential the boards should
have that power. The ratepayers would
require that these bodies exercized their
powers with discretion. Most members
of roads boards were themselves owners
of stock, and so it was unlikely that
harm would follow the giving of the
proposed power.

Question put and passed ; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 16, Clause 179.—After paragraph
(19) insert two new paragraphs to stand
as Nos. (20) and (21), as follows:—
{20.) Requiring the annusl registration
of camnels and providing for the seizure
and sale or destruction of every un-
registered camel ; but no person shall
be required to register the same camel
in more than one district. {21.) Pro-
viding for the issue by the board, on
the registration of any animal, of a
registration dise inscribed with the
name of the distriet, and the registration
number, and requiring every person in
charge of the animal to keep the disc
attached to its neck.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
provided for the re-imposition of the
existing law in regard to the registration
of camels. The provision had been
omitted in error. He moved—

That the aniendment be agreed to.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to. .
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No. 17, Clause 194, Subclause (3),
line 2.—After ** orphanage '’ insert “‘pub-
lic school, private school (being the
property of a religious body).”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was in relation to the rateable land®
which would be exempted from rating
under the provisions of the Bill. The
amendment would bring the Bill into
conformity with the Municipal In-
stitutions Act.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 18, Clause 194, Subclause 8, line 4.
—8trike out “ three years " and insert
" two years.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
related to the cxemption of conditional
purchase holders from rating for & term
of three years. The amendment proposed
to reduce the term to two years, not in
any hostile spirit towards land settle-
ment, but for the reason that many of
the new settlers desired to exercise the
full privilege of citizenship as soon
as possible. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. BATH: Under the origina
position there was no need to prevent
any settler paying rates, if he so desired,
as early as he liked.

Amendment puf and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . ..o 19
Noes - . .. 18
Majority for .. e 1
AYEB.
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Dagliah Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Davies Mr. Murphy
Mr. George Mr, Nanson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Qsborn
Mr. Gregory Mr, Piesse
Mr. Hardwlick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Mr. Hayward (Telier).
Noks.
Mr, Angwin Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Bath Mr. Swan .
Mr. Bolton Mr. Troy -
Mr. Colller Mr, Underwood
Mr, Gin Mr. Walker
Mr, Gourley Mr. Ware |
Mr. Helnan Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Horan . Mr. O0’Loghlen
. Mr. Hodson {Feiler).

Mr. McDowall
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Question thus passed, the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
No. 19, Clause
paragraph {(c).

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
applied to the wvaluation of separate
blocks in one holding. There was a

196. —Strike out

conflict between the paragraph and
Clause 204. The amendment was made
in the Council at his request. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed lo.

Mr. ANGWIN: Tt would be well not
to agree fto the amendment because
it would allow separate wvaluations to
be made, which would show a better
value of the land. There was another
provision, that the valuations must
not exceed the total valuation if the
blocks are rated as one holding.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 20, Clause 197, Subparagraph {¢).—
Strike out * seven pounds ten shillings "
and insert ‘ five pounds.” ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment proposed to reduce the
minimum value of unimproved land in
townships from £7 10s. per cent. fo
£5 per cent. The amendment could
safely be acecepted. He moved -

That the amendment be agyreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN : In the Municipal Aot
the provision was £7 10s. per cent., and
we should make the roads boards rating
in this regard unifoerm. Reducing the
valuation of unimproved lands would
be of benefit merely to the speculator.
It was the first time in Western Australia
there had been any attempt to reduce
the value put on unimproved land. If
it was done in this case no doubt it would
be done in others.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was not an attempt to reduce, but
merely an attempt to keep the value
at the present rate. As the promise
was made that if exception was taken to
& pronounced change in the law he would
not attempt, in the circumstances in
which the Bill was dealt with, to force
it through, he had no alternative but
to agree to the amendment proposing
that things should remain as they were
in the original Aect.

- [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ANGWIN: The effect would be
that where a road divided a municipality
from a roads board, there would be
different values on land on either side
of the road. Although five per cent.
was the minimum it would become the
meximum,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes .. e 20
Noeg 19
Majority for 1
AYEs.
Mr. Carson My, Mitehell
Mr. Daglish * Mr. Monger
Mr. Davles { ™r. 8 F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes § Mr. Murpby
Mr. George . Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Osbern
Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mrp, F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Mr, Hayward {(Peller).
Mr. Male
NoER,

Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Belton Mr. Price
Mr. Brown Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier " Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Ware
Mr. Heltmann . Mr. A, A, Wllson
Mr, Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Hudson (Tellert.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, Noa. 21, 22, and 23 agreed to.

No. 24, Clanse 230.—8trike out “ eight”
and insert “ five.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
related to the interest that was to be
charged on overdue rates. The amend-
ment proposed to reduce the amount
that might be charged from eight per
cent. to five per cent. The provision
was higher in the Municipalities Act, but
he had heard of & few cases in which it
had been enforced or in which an attempt
had been made to enforce it by the local
bodies. The amount of five per cent.
was adequate, and he therefore moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD : Considering that
the Bill was passed without diseussion
with the view of getting it through,
he thought it was a breach of faith
for all these amendments to be made to
it. He entered an emphstic protest
againgt conduct such as that, in fact,
he would call it an insult to members of
the Assembly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was under a misapprenen-
sion. 'The only amendments the (iov-
ernment had caused to be made in
another place were really drafting amend-
ments. No hon. member would be so
unreasonable as to say that if it was
found that a clanse was faunlty it should
not be improved. When he ventured
to suggest that the Bill might be dealt
with in its entirety he was very seriously
lectured for that suggestion by members
on the Ministerisl side, and with members
opposite the Committee had insisted
on the right of members to do as they
thought fit. He agsured the hon. mem-
ber that the attitude of the Clovern-
ment in both Houses was alike.

Mr. Boiton: Do you propose to
accept the amendment at the bhottom
of the sheet ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
He had promised that the Bill would be
brought up next session and, in fact,
the last amendment on the sheet before
hon. members would make it essential
that the Bill should be brought up
again before 1912.

Question pagsed : the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, Nos. 25 and 26 agreed to. s

No. 27, Clause 238.—Strike outJthis
clause.

The MINISTER FOR WQKKS: Per-
sonally, he would rather see the clause
retained, but for the purpose of getting
the Bill through he would not insist upon
it. The banishment of the clause would
make the task of the roads board when
proceeding against defaunlters a little
more difficult. and force upon them
the onus of proof of all notices. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.
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Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 28, Clause 258, Subparagraph {e).—
Strike out “‘ ten  and insert ' seven.’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
provision veduced the borrowing powers
of roads boards. At present they had
no borrowing powers and the Bill pro-
posed to give them such powers and
put them on the same footing as munici-
palities. The smendment proposed to
reduced the borrowing powers by striking
out “ten”’ and inserting '‘seven,”
and the alteration would mean that the
amount borrowed should not exceed
seven times the average ordinary revenue
of the board. The Bill would have
to come up again for review in a little
more than a yesr's time, and in the
meantime the power would be sufficient
to enable the hoards to carry om. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: When the Bill had
become law it would be a difficult matter
to alter it. The intention when in-
troducing this measure was to do away
with small municipalities. The induee-
ment offered was that borrowing powers
wounld be given to roads boards to
enable them to improve their townships ;
yet it was found with their small revenue
their borrowing powers were to be con-
siderably curtailed.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, Nos. 29 to 32 agreed to.

Ne. 33.—Clause 330, Subclause 3, strike
out “any such plan to the Board,” and in-
seri “any plan of land within a townsite
or suburban area or which shows any al-
lotments of less than one acre in area.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved—
That the amendment be agreed. to.

The ohject of the amendment was
apparently to reduce the minimum charge
to be paid by persons who lodged sub-
divisional plans with the board in regard
to lands outside a townsite.

Mr. Angwin: If it is & small ares
the owner will have to pay.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNo
raatter how small a subdivision may be
he would have to pay £3. but the board
were piven the option of redueing the
deposit in circumstances wlhere £3 per
chain was not necussary.

Mr. BROWXN: It was to he hoped
that the amendment would not be
agreed to because the clause in the Bill
was the frst attempt made by the
Government to assist the hoards to
get something froimn owners for inaking
and clearing their roads. 'The proposed
amendment would simply play into the
hands of large owners. In and around
Perth and Fremantle land jobbers cut up
large Dblocks, and scores of miles of
roads were thrown on the hands of the
local authority, without a penny being
peid by the owners of the subdivided
land. There was no chance of improving
the roads because the rates derivable
were so small When any of these
large landholders deposited a sub-divis-
ional plan throwing miles of roads upon
the local authority, the least they should
be asked to do was to make a deposit

.of £3 per chain.

Question put and negatived ;
Council’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 34 (consequential) not agreed to.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS No. 35 agreed to.

Resolutions reported ; and the report
adopted. )

Reasons for disagreeing with two of
the Council’s amendments adopted, and
& Message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council,

the

BILTL—LOAN, £2,100,000.

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Annual Report of
the Board of Governors of the High
Bchool for the year ended 30th June,
1910.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers
in connection with the fatal accident
at the Proprietary Mine, Collie.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—UNIVERSITY.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of five amendments made by

the Legislative Council now considered.
In Commiltee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair ; the Premier
in charge of the Bill

No. 1, Clause 35, Subclause (2).—
Strike out ‘at the commencement of
this Aet” and safter ‘“shall” in line 3
insert “on the appointment of the
Senate.”

The PREMIER moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Until the senate of the University was
constituted, there would be no body
to receive the trust property.

Mr. BATH: 1In view of the way
in which the Bill had been carried through
this House, the amendment was necessary.
He regretted that the House had passed
the clause by which the university en-
dowment trust was determined. Mem-
bers had been very unwise in removing
that trust uatil they had had some
experience as to the way in which the
university was conducted. As a matter
of fact the land belonged to the people,
and was set apart for the purpose of
university education. So long as the
land was in the hands of trustees ap-
pointed by the Governor in Counecil, so
long were the people able to exercise
some control over the expenditure of
the moneys received from that land.
A very great mistake was made, and he
regrettod that the Premier, and Ministers,
and others did not protect the interests
of the people sufficiently to retain the
trust, at least for a year or two, until
we had & university in practical working
order, to see if it realised the ideas of
the Billl. We had not secured direct
control under the University Bill.

The Premier: We have done that
very well.

Mr. BATH: We had not secured
direct control, and so far as the lands
under the control of the University
Endowment Trustees were concerned
we were not loyal to our trust in allowing
it to be handed over by the Bill. When
the Commission discussed the report it
way practically undersiood by the mem::
bers of the Commission that he (Mr.
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Bath) was to move for the deletion of
the clause when the Bill was before the
Committee, but it was his own fauit
that he was not present. He expressed
regret that that clause was permitted
to pess in the measure, but having
passed the clause the amendment now
moved was essential.

Question passed ; the Council’s aend.
ment made.

No. 2.—-Clause 41, line 2. sivike vl “in
December.”

The PREMIER moved. -

That the amendment be mudi.

It provided that the Senate should
within three months of the close of the
University year, send s report to the
Governor.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment made.

On motion by the PREMIER Nos. 3,
4, and § made.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted. and & Message accordingly
returned to the Council.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE ACT
AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments.
Bil} returned from the Legislative
Council with two amendments which
were now considered.

In Committee.

Nu. 1, Clause 3.—Strike out n  line
three the wurds “‘one bundred and eighty-
five, one lmndred and eighty-seven.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
effect of the amendments made by
the Council was that the offences of the
defilement” " of a girl under 13 years ef
age and of attempting to abuse girls
under 10 years of age s whipping in
addition to a sentence of imprisonmont
should be compulsory whether for the
.frst or any subsequent offence. At
the present time for both of these offences
it was within the power of the eourt
to order a whipping. What the Couneil
suggested was that the court should not
have the power to order a whipping,
but should order the whipping. Both
offences were of a serious charaecter,
and he moved-— .

- That the amendment be agreed to.

$151

Mr. SCADDAN : It was to be hoped
the Commitiee would not agree to the
amendment. [t was continually urged
when members were «onsidering the
Bill in (ommittee that we were not
making it mandatory that a whipping
should be infiicted except on & second
offence, and when the zecond offence
was committed there should be no
diseretion to the judge or jury but that
a whipping should be ordered. His
(Mr. Scaddan’s) strongest objection was
that we would have great difficulty
in getting magistrates, juries, and judges
to find persons guilty, because it was
hard to get absolutely definite evidence.
Evidence of children had to be taken,
and judges and juries were diffident
about taking evidence of smell children,
except their evidence was corroborated
from some other quarter. When faced
with the position that they must inflict
& whipping they would discharge the
accused. The provision would have the
very reverse effect to what was desired.
We would be making a huge blunder
by providing that this whipping should
be mandatory for the first offence.
The judges had the power to order a
whipping now. There would be greater
difficulty in sheeting home charges of
this description. because a whipping
in a large measare depended on the
evidence of young children, and if
we agreed to the amendment of the
Council we should be undoing what we

had already done, and these ocrimes
would increase.
Mr. BATH: It was astonishing to

him that in thess days we should find
members of the Committee so ignorant
of criminology as to support a oclause
of this kind. This Bill should be called
an Act for the encouragement of these
offences. When punishments were severe
and whipping was inflicted for & large
number of offences, severe offences were
ten times more prevalent than they
were to-day. We should deal with these
offences in & proper way, and the only way
was to say these offenders were a menace
to society and we should segregate them,
make them work and keep themselves,
and keep them in confinement for an
indeterminate time, but the brutalising
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effect of flogging was calculated to
increase the brutal instinets. If & man
was flogged, and after imprisonment
he was turned loose again he was more
likely to commit the offence than before.
The more scientific treatment of making
it impossible to commit the offence
again, by Lkeeping the ofiender away,
and keeping him in confinement if
necessary, until those who were in a
position to display seientific knowledge
said that it was safe to let him out
again, and compel him to maintain
himself, that was the only way to provent
offences of this kind. The history of
flogging in the army and navy, and in
gaols, showed that it was inhuman
treatment and increased corime rather
than decreased it.

Sitting suspended from { to 2-30 p.m.

Mr. JACOBY: The most astonishing
thing in coonection with the refusal of
some members to agree to the amend-
ments made by another place was that
they viewed the position entirely from
the puint of the man accused of this
particular offence, whereas we should give
equal, if not more considervation to the
position of the ehildren subjected to these
attacks. It was extraordinary that the
leader of the Opposition and the member
for Brown Hill shonld both look at this
question purely from the point of view of
the aceused person. It was to be remem-
bered the child was practically ruined for
life. The member for Brown Hill had
made a strong plea on behalf of those
brutal offenders. Even if the propused
punishment were brutal. it was not so
brutal as the eonduet of the offenders.
If, witnessing one of these atrociouns as-
saunlts, & man were to fake the law into
his own hands and slaughter the offen-
der no jury in the land would find him
guilty. Haunging would not be tno great
a punishment for these brutes.

Mr. BATH: As usunal. the hon. mem-
ber had ecredited bim with statements
never made. We were pot here to enact
legislation merely for the purpose of re-
venge; we should tey, rather, Lo prevent
erime in the futnre. He abhorved the
erime just as much as did the bon. mem-
her, but he desired 1o avoeid repetitions of
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that erimme. The hon. member did nof
care about the possibilities of vepetition
so long as e bad his revenge: that was
where they differed. Flogging had not
had the effect of diminishing e¢rime. but,
rather, had increased it.

Mr. Jacoby: Then the punishment is
not severe enough.

Mr. BATH: The only way io prevent
this erime was to make it impossible
for the individual who committed the
oftence to do so again, namely, by segre-
gating those sexval degenerates from

society.  Prevention eould not be at-
tained by mere flogging, There were in
Western  Australin  conditions of life

largely responsible for the development
of these sexual degenerates. He had
found in Western Australin numbers of
employers who employed men under con-
ditions which rendeved it almost impos-
sible for them to live a decent life. In
the first place the wnges paid made it
abselutely impossible for them fo main-
tain wives. On the farms of wealthy
landholders he had seen arcommodation
for farm labourers consisting merely of
a place partitioned off by a hag seveen
from a stable.

Mr. George: They are not the class
of men who commit the crime,

Mr. BATH: But it helped to create
that elass of man. 1f we had employers
who would give the men what would en-
able them to marry and live deeently, il
would bhave a great influence on minim-
ising this and other erimes. The condi-
tions under which men lived led to the
development of this kind of erime. Not
ouly did we require to punish the offen-
der, but also to try to reader it impos-
sible by placing them in sueh a position
that it wounld be impossible to repeat the
offence. Prison anthorities agreed the
only remedy was to keep these people
apart from society, and that it was no
remedy to adopt a brntal form of punish-
ment.

Question put. and a  division iaken
with the following resnlt:—
Aves .. .. .. 21
Noes . .. Lo 16
Majority for .. .
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AYRR,
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Carson Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr., Mitchell
Mr. Daglish Mr. Monger
‘Mr. Foulkes Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. George Mr. Murpby
Mr. Gordon Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Please
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Mr. Hayward (Teller).
NoEs
Mr. Angwin Mr. Osborn
Mr. Bath Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Bolton Mr. Bwan
Mr. Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Gl Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Ware
Mr. Heitmann Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Holman (Teller).
My, McDowall

Question thus passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
No. 2 (consequential)—agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adop-
ted, and a Messape aceordingly returned

1o the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Council’s Amendment.
Bill retnrned from the Legislative
Conncil with an amendment which was
now considered.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Clause 2, subparagraph (b),
line 2, strike out ‘‘fifteen’’ and insert
“‘seventeen’’ in lieu.

The PREMIER : The amendment
made by.the Counecil was to reduee the
franchise not to £15, as originally pro-
posed in the Bill, but to £17. This was
a fair compromise, which he propesed to
accept. On more than one oceasion we
advocated that the franchise for the
Couneil shonld be reduced to £13, but
there were a large number of members of
another place pledged to resist any re-
duetion,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They are going to
their politieal doom in deing so.

The PREMIER: Probably, or rather,
possibly; bat we had succeeded in in-
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dncing them to drop from that attitude,
and when they come down to £17 we
could accept it as a fair compromise
in some respects. There was a big baitle
in South Anstralia tv reduce the fran-
chise, and they only succeeded in that
State in getting it down to £17 10s.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You wage the same
battle here and we will be behind you.

The PREMIER: Better results were
obtained here without that hig battle.
The compromise sugecsted was a fair
solution of the guestion; there was very
little difference between what we asked
and what the Couneil agreed to give. He
moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was to be hoped the
Committee would not agree to the amend-
ment. Members continually objected to the
amonnt of reform the Government pro-
posed, even in the Bill. They believed
in adult soffrage for any House sup-
posed to rvepresent the people; but i
the circumstances they were prepared
even to support the Government’s pro-
posal to reduce the franclise to £15, not
bacause they were satisfied by any means.
Members congidered that aceepting a pro-
posal 10 reduee the franchise to £15 was
quite suffieient for them to compromise
between the present franchise and house-
hold suffrage. 1f this amendment were
ageepted it would be tantamount to no
reduetion, and it would stop genuine re-
form of the Council for many years. It
would be better to allow the Bill to go,
and permit the people at the forthcoming
general election to again express their
opinion on lhe point. Tt did not follow
that beecanse other States had not been
suecessful in getting all that was de-
sired in this connection we should be
satisfied.

The Premier: You cannol get an ex-
pression of opinion on the point.

Mr. SCADDAN: It would have been
in the best interests of the State if the
Assembly, representing the people on
adult suffrage, had dissolved when the
Bill was lost last session in order to get
an expression of opinion on that point,
and that point only.

Mr, Bath: In April on the referenda
there will be an expression of apinion.
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Mr. SCADDAN:  Yes; bul not only
would it affert the Couneil, it wonld
affect {he whole of the affairs of the
State. People would look to obtain what
they desired from the guarter from whidh
they could obtain it. )

The Attorney General: You
pledged to support the referendums.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was news to hear
that from the Attorney General. The At-
torney General, perhaps, had some infor-
mation from quarters which he (Mr.
Seaddan) was not aware of. It was
simply beeause we had recognised the
right all along the line that the people
were not making that progress in legisla-
tion they really desired as long as the
Legislative Couneil was constituted as at
present, and it was only prolonging the
day when the Council would he abolished
or when Parliament wonld be abolished,
if we continued in this way, Under the
Federal Constitution there was power by
means of the rveferendum to take control
of all matters.

The Premier: They are doing that in
any case.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier ought to
say, “Let us save all trouble and expense
and close up the Siate Parliament at
once” Was that what the Premier
wanted to do by aceepting the amendment
of the Legislative Council?

The Premier: T said that your party
would do tbat if they had the power.

Mr. SCADDAN: The people, not the
party, The Labour Party in the Federal
Parliament had no econtrol over these
natters; they could only submit matters
to the people and allow people to decide
hy means of a referendom. The action of
the Legislative Council on this matter
would compel those of the people who
hoped to obtain this reform to rush to the
Federal Parliament. We would get an
expression of opinion in April, and it
was to be hoped that the Premier and the
Tegislative Counci! would take notice of
~ that expression of opinien. and if the
referendums were earried it would be bhe-
eause of (le Constitution of our State
Tarliament, We should eompel the Tegis-
lative Couneil to conform to the wishes
of the pevople. The Premier. however, was

are
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asking Parliament to tell the people to
look somewhere else.

Mr. GILL: This question might be put
to the Attorney General. The general
impression if one was to judge from the
expressions of opinion in another place,
was that the franchise would be £17, plus
rates and taxes. Was there anything de-
finite with regard to that matter?

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- . ..o 23
Noes .. .. .o 15
Majority for .. .. 8
AYES,
Mr. Browu Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Carson Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Daglish Mr. Monger
Mr. Davles Mr. §5. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Murphy
Mr. Georgu . Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Oshorn
Mr, Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Mr. Hayward ! {Teller).
Nozs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hudson
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr, Bolton Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Collter Mr. Troy
Mr. Gill Mr. Ware
Mr. Gourley Mr. A, A, Wleon
Mr. Heltmann Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Holman (Teller).

Question thus passed: the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

BILL—ABORIGINES.
Council’s Message.
Reason for the Counecil disagreeing
with one amendment made by the As-
sembly now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Minister
for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2, line 8, strike out “Governor”
and insert “Chief Protector.” Reason—
this is contvary to Section 74 of the Con-
stitution Aet, 1889:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Clause
2 priginally provided that the Governor
might appoint any person to be deputy

r
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to the Chief Protecior. YWhen in Com-
mittee in the Legislative Assembly an
amendment was carried that the word
“Governor” should be struck out and
“Chief Protector” inserted.  That gave
the Chief Proiector the right to appoint
8 depuiy. It was found, however, that
that amendment was not constitutional
and an amendment had therefore been
made by the Legislative Council to strike
out “Chief Protector” and again insert
“Governor.” It was absolutely necessary
that that should be done. He moved—
That the amendment be agreed lo.

Mr, GILL: The member for Gascoyne
had asked him to move an amendment
when the Bill was returned from the
Legislative Couneil. That hon. member's
suggestion was that the clause might be
altered to read “That the Governor at the
request of the Chief Protector might ap-
point a deputy protector.” He just men-
tioned the matter to clear himself with
regard to this position because of the
promise he made to the member for Gas-
coyne.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to
the Couneil.

BILL— MINES AND MACHINERY
INSPECTION.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) in moving the second reading
said: This is a small Bill introduced for
the purpose of giving powers to enable
isspectors of mines to carry out the duties
of ingpectors of machinery, or vice versa.
This has been urged on many oecasions
by the Public Service Commissioner. We
are af great expense indeed in being com-
petled to send inspectors to outlying
places to perform duties which either in-
spectors of mines or inspectors of ma-
chinery could carry out. I have been giv-
ing consideration to the amalgamation of
the two departments, and if this is
brought about I think it will result in
creat economy. I do not, however, pro-
pose to do that until I have had the op-
portanity of consulting members, and

members will be able to say whether they
think the amalgamation should or should
not take place. If this Bill is carried,
all T propose to do is to give instructions
that in the back country, inspectors of
mines shall carry out the duties of in-
spectors of machinery, and if it is found
advisable inspectors of machinery witl
be asked to perform the duties of in-
spectors of mines. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted te
the Legislative Council.

BILL—DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish), in moving the second read-
ing, said: This is a very short measure
and one with which hon. members will,
T believe, see their way to agree. I shall
give an explanation of the few clauses in
it in almost as few words. At present
there is power in the principal Aet for
the Governor-in-Council to exempt from
the operation of the Fire Brigades Act
any municipality or roads board or part
of a roads bosrd. The power in regard
to the exemption of a municipality re-
lates to the whole of that munieipality,
but power is given to the Governor te
restriet the rating for fire brigades pur-
poses to part of a roads board area. The
principal elause in this Bill proposes iv
give the Governor the same power in re-
gard to muncipalities as already exists in
regard to roads boards, that is, the Gov-
ernor may exempt a preseribed area in a
municipality from liability to contribute
to the upkeep of fire brigades. There are
a few municipalities in Western Australia
in which the population is centred com-
paratively in one small area, whilst at the
same time there may be a large outlying
area so thinly populated that it is impos-



3756

sible to provide adequate protection from
fire, even if there was any necessity to do
so. If the present Aet remains un-
altered it will be necessary for the Gov-
ernment to consider whether one or two
mupicipalities will not have to be
removed from the powers contained in
the Act, buf if this Bill is passed it will
be only necessary to exempt portion of
the municipalities from liability to con-
tribute to the upkeep of the fire brigades.
It may be imagined that any such pro-
position will increase the taxation of
those portions of the district which are
not exempted, but that will not be so to
any great extent. The estimated expendi-
ture on fire brigades for this year is
£26,000, of which three-eighths is eon-
tributed by the local bodies. This repre-
sents £9,750, and it is estimated that at
tbe outside any exeraption of portions of
municipalities can only result in a loss
of £300 in revenue out of the total of
£9,750. Hon. members will therefore see
that the adoption and application by the
Government of this amendment is not
likely to impose a heavy burden on any
of the municipalities. The next amend-
ment is simply a proposition to change
one term for another, namely omit “muni-
cipality” and insert “local authorities’” so
as to inclede both municipalities and
roads boards in the operation of Seetion
443 of the principal Act. The third clanse
in the Bill, which proposes an amendment
of Section 45, is consequential on the pre-
ceding amendment to Section 43. In the
fourth clause is an amendment of Section
40 which provides that regulations made
under a Distriet Fire Brigades Act mnst
be laid before Parliament within one
month of being pazetted, or, if Parliament
is not sitting, within fourteen days after
the session ecommences. This clause pro-
poses to give to either House of Parlia-
ment power to annul the regulations after
they have been laid on the table, and hon.
members will agree that it is wise to give
this power. The final clanse relates to
proclamations, and makes it necessary for
all proclamations under the Act to be
made before Parliament in the same
fashion as regulations are, and again gives
Parliament power to practically annul any
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proclamation with whieh either House dis-
agrees. I think this small measure will
commend itself to the majority of mem-
bers, and I beg to move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr, FQULKES (Claremont) : There =
a very strong feeling in many parts of
the State in regard to the exemptions
made by this Bill. I can speak partiea-
larly of my own distriet of Claremont and
Cottesloe, where the people complain very
strongly of the contributions required
under the Fire Brigades Act, and I feel
sure we shall have requests to the Govern-
meni from many of the districts to be
exempted from the operations of the Act.
I believe also that at the next general
election this matter will have to be cou-
sidered by every candidate, and I will not
be surprised to bear of a demand for the
repeal of the original Aet.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): I
had hoped that when the Government pra-
posed to deal with the Fire Brigades Act
they would bring in a measure to repeai
it. 'There is no Rill that has ever become
law in this State that is more unsatisfae-
tory i1ban this Aet. It bhas caused an
increase of rates throughout the State,
and almost all municipalities, when send-
ing out their rate notices, have cansed a
special slip of paper to be printed point-
ing out that the inerease of rates is
brought about owing to the operations of
the Distriet Fire Brigades Aet. I intend,
if it will be in order to do so, to move
that the Act be repealed. 1 thidk it wil)
be better to repeal the Aet than to amend
it. The Minister for Works in introduc-
ing the Bill said that the exemptions
would mean a loss of only £300, and that
the loss would not he felt severely by the
unexemipted portions of the municipali-
ties, but as a matter of faet the loss will
be about £800, because there will be so
muel from e Government and so much
from the insurance companies, apart from
the loss from the municipalities. T want
to get rid of the fallacy that the local
autharity only subseribes so mueh, for we
forget that the people subseribe the lot.
They have to pay by way of taxation to
the lacal authorvity and to the State, and
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they have to pay increased insurance
rates to the insuranee companies.

The Minister for Works: It does not
affect the rate of insurance at all.

Mr. ANGWIN: If the hon. member
was in my distriet he would know that it
does. The rate was inereased by ls. per
hundred immediately the Aet came into
force. The insurance colmpanies are nol
philanthropists. I think the best thing
we can do is to repen] the Act, and if we
enact another measure for the control of
fire brigades we should have it ander a
different constitution than at present.
The system of volunteerism bas not been
adopted in such a manner that will lessen
the expense. The cost is beyond doubt
far grveater than anyone anticipated. In

some of the distriets the three-eighths con-

tribution is about trebled eompared with
the cost under the volunteer system. If
I am in order I shall move to repeal the
existing Aect.

Mr. GILL (Balkatta): 1 Lope the hon.
member will be successful in moving the
amendment, and I hope he will carry it.
No legislation has been passed that has
cansed so mueh feeling and frietion as the
District Fire Brigades Aet. 1 shall op-
pose the amending Bill brought forward
this afternoon. If anything, it will in-
crease the present rates and, therefure,
it is my duty to oppose it. 1 am satis-
fied there is not a member in the House
who anticipated that the rates would be
increased by the fire brigades board, and
the increases have been abnormal. The
board may he justified in imposing the
rate they have done, but undonbtedly the
rates seem out of all proportion to what
should be required to manage a fire bri-
zade system. In North Perth and Teeder-
ville the rate is exeessive. and these muni-
cipalities are in no worse position than
many other localities thronghont the
State. Take Leederville as an evample.
They had an up-tn-date fire brigade in
that municipality, well equiped with all
vecessary plant, and it cost them £03
per annum for the upkeep. They had a
splendid station there, and the board
stepped in like a bailiff and took posses-
sion of the station, and to-day, instead of
costing the municipality €95 it is costine

them €205 per aunumw. In North Perth
they lad a good fire brigade costing them
£30 per anbum; at the present time the
cost to them is £240. They are in a worse
position than Leederville. Vietoria Park.
Cottesloe, and other places—I could men-
tion them one after another, in fact, most
municipalities are in the same position.
I consider it my duty to oppose anything
which will inflict an inc¢rease of rates on
a wmunuoicipality. I am satisfied that the
proposal will mean mnore than £300 in-
creased rates to the municipalities that
come under the Bill. I would like fo ask
the Minister for Works abont the depn-
tation which waited on the Colonial See-
retary lately. I introdnced the deputa-
tion consisting of representatives from
most of the municipalities in the metro-
politan area in eonnection with the rate
imposed by the Fire Brigades Board, and
the Colonial Secretary promised at the
thue that there would be a reduetion and
that the rates would be considerably re-
duced. On the strength of that the depu-
tation wenl away somewhat satisfied, but
sinee then there has been a reduclion cer-
tainly, but the reduction is not worth the
name. Leederville has been reduced £4.
and North Perth by abont the same
amount. T do not know what bhas hap-
pened in the other rounicipalities, hut
judzing from these two nothing practieal
has been done, and it is time something
was done in the matter, or the Act re-

pealed.

The MINISTER KFOR WORKS (in
veply}: I hope the hon. member will not
press lis opposition to the Bill, He may
ohject to the main  Act if he has any
doubts about (he advantage of it, but
his opposition is untterly unjustified for
that reason o this amending Bill. 1t 1s
aratifving {o know of the unselfishness of
ilie hon. member, becanse the representa-
tives of many of the municipalities will
profit by this Bill when it becomes law.
I am very giad be puts his opinion above
the intevests of his distriet.

My, Gill: I take exception to that re-
mark. Both muanicipalities mentioned by
me have asked me to protest against this
amending Bill.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member objects to the remark
I hasten to withdraw it. I had no inten-
tion of saying anything which would leave
a wrong impression. If he has been
asked to oppose this Bill it is probably
hecause those who asked him to do so had
not a full knowledge of its contents. I
hope the opposition of the hon. member
will be witbdrawn. With regard to the
prineipal Act I am very sorry indeed to
see this Bill used as an opportunity for
attacking that measure at & juncture when
the House cannot give proper considera-
tion to its merits or demerits. 1 am
aware there has been some complaint in
regard to the taxation suffered by local
bodies. I have had that complaint made
in my own eleetoral disiriect. At the same
time one ean hope that a new body like
the fire brigades beurd will, as it gains
experience, be able 4o earry out the work
of fire protection nuch more econvmically
than it has been possible to do so far.
Under the powers given him by the Aect
the Colonial Secretary has been able to
maferially reduee the amount of revenue
eollected by the board, and, therefore, sub-
stantially to reduce the taxation of local
bodies. T think when the lasl estimate
was framed it was reduced by £8,000 or
£9,000. Hon. members will realise, there-
fore, that as far as possible every effort is
being made by the Minister administering
the Act to redsce the taxation to the
minimum compatible with efficieney. T
hope the hon. members for HWast Fre-
mantle and Bulkatta will not persist in
their intention to attack the main Aect,
using this Bill as a vehicle for their on-
slanght.

Question put and passed.

Till read a second time.

In Committes, ete.

Mr, Jacoby in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill

Clause 1-Short title:

Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendment—

That in line 2 the word “amendment”

be struck out and “repeal” inserted in

lien.

The ¢CHAIRMAN: The amendment
could not be aceepted; it was not relevant
to the Bill.
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Mr. ANGWIN: In that case he wonld
move in another way presently.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 43:

Mr. ANGWIN: This clanse gave power
to the Governor to order the exemption
of certain portions of municipalities. He
moved an amendment—

That the following stand as para-
graph (c):—“Provided also that if any
local authurity shall desire io be ex-
empied from the operation of the Dis-
trict Fire Brigades Aet the Governor
shall order accordingly.”

This would leave it optional with the
municipalities to continue nnder the pres-
ent Act. He understood the ratepayers
of Leederville had this year to pay a rate
of 2%4. in the pound for fire brigade
purposes. Such a thing had not previ-
ously been known; it went to show the
matter was becoming serious. If the rate-
payers could provide for themselves a
well-equipped brigade at less eost than
was enfailed under the Bill they should
have an opportunity of doing so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be hoped the amendment would not
be persisted in, hecause it would make the
Fire Brigades Aet so much waste paper.
It would he a purely voluntary associa-
tion of local bodies for fire protection
purposes for just so long as they were all
satisfied and did not quarre! with each
other. The member for Bast Fremantle
would not be willing to bave an arrange-
ment made under which any ward of
the Bast Fremantle municipality could,
at its desire, be severed from that muni-
ctpality. Again, who had ever heard of
making the Governor subordinate to the
exjpiression of a mere desire by a loeal
governing body? There might be some
gronnds for complaint that the working
of the Aet was not yet as economical as
it wmight he. He hoped that in the near
fuinre there would he considerable im-
provement in this direction. If, as time
passed. it was found there was no im-
proverent, it would be possible to amend
the Act. If the hon. member intended
seriously to bring this amendment before
the Committes, why had he not given
notice of it? The hon. member had had
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time to take legal and constitntional ad-
vice on the subject, and therefore he could
have fratned his amendment and put it
on the Notice Paper. The member for
Balkatta lLad eomplained of the likeli-
hood of inereased taxation if the Bill
were ecarried; but that hon. member
should know that the Governor had power
to exempt the whole of a mnnicipality.

Mr. BROWN: It was to be hoped the
hon, member wonld withdraw the amend-

ment. No doubt the board had received
a greal deal of abuse, but members

would admit that the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act and the Public Service Aect
were not yet entirely satisfactory not-
withstanding that they had been in foree
for some years. The Fire Brigades Aect
had been in force for only a few months.
In the past the fire brizades had been
absolutely starved of funds. There were
on the board keen business men who went
carefully into every penny of expenditure.
Previously the expense had fallen on the
generous few, but now it was distributed
throngh the rates over the whole of the
munteipalities. The insuranee companies
were prepared to pay the whole expense
of the fire brigades of the State and so
relieve the Government of any responsi-
bility; but the public would have to pay
it indirectly, whether the responsibilty
were carried by the Government or by the
insurance companies. For the first two
years the expense would, of necessity, be
heavy, but the estimates this vear would
be £2,000 or £3.000 less than they had
been last year.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was admifted there
was dissatisfaction with the Fire Brigades
Board. The amendment simply provided
that if a distriet believed it conld maintain
its own fire affairs better it shounld be
permitted to do so.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. .- .
Noes - .. ..o 22

o |

Majority against

37549
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Murphy
br. Bolion Mr. OLoghlen
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Price
Mr, Foulkes Mr, Troy
Mr. George Mr. Ware
Mr. Gill Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Helman (Telter).
Nozs.
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Catson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Collier Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Nansen
Mr, Davies Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gourley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Qregory Mr. Swan
Mr. Harpet Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman
Mr. Horan {Tetler).
Mr. Hudson

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 5—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILI—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments requested
by the Lepislative Council now consid-
ered.

In Committee.

Mr. Jacoby in the Chair: the Premier
in charge of the Biil.

Yo. 1.—Clause 7, strike out and insert
in lien, “This Aet shall have effect as
from the lst day of Jannary, 1911, and
the first allowances at the rates preseribed
by this Aet shall be reckoned as from that
date.”

The PREMIER: The first request was
to strike ont Clause 7 and insert a new
clause. Tt was simply a wmafter of re-
drafting, the same thing in hetter word-
ing. He moved—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed; the Council’'s amend-
men{ made.

Mr. MONGER: With the intention
of moving an amendmeni he had risen to
hiz feet hefore the question was put.
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The CHAIRMAN: The question had
now heen disposed of. The hon, member
should have made himself heard.

Mr. MONGER: In the circomstaneces
the Chairman might allow him to move
his amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in nrder. The question had been
put to the House and disposed of.

No. 2—Clause 3, paragraph (a)—
Strike out ‘‘two’’ and insert ‘‘three.’’

The PREMIER: "The obhjeet of this
was to enable members of the Legislative
Council to draw the same salary as mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly. The
members of the Couneil baving decided
that they were entitled to the same re-
muneration as the members of the As-
sembly, he was not going to oppose their
decision. It was within the provinee of
the members of the Council to say the
same remuneration should be paid to
them as to members of the Assembly.
He moved—

That the amendmeni be made.

Mr. GEORGE: Some reasons should
be fortheoming as to why £300 a year
should be paid to members of the Coun-
cil,

Mr. Secaddan:
apposing it.

Mr. GEORGE: One good veason was
that the amount of work accomplished
by members of the Couneil was very little
as eompared with what was done in the
Assembly.

The PREMIER: One conelusive rea-
son why this amount should be paid to
members of the Council was that ten
vears ago, when the members of the
Couneil were being paid £100 and the
Assembly members £200, the malier was
fully debated and it was agreed that
all members of Parliament, no matter in
which House, should be treated alike.
That principle had sinee been ratified
{ime after time by the eountry.

Mr. Georze: Why did vou not fix it
s0 in the Bill?

The PREMIER: Beeause he had left
to members of another place the respon-
sibility of deciding that they were en-
titled to a rise in their salary. Now they
had expressed the opinion that they were

You give reasons for
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so entitled and he was not going to deny
it.

Mr. FOULKES: For the reason that
he had been in the Chair previvusly whe:.
the matter was discussed he had not hai
an opportunity of expressing his views.
He was opposed to this inerease.

Mr. Collier: You are just making your-
self square with your constituents.

Mr. MONGER moved an amendment-—--

That any member of the Legislative

Council accepting emoluments of office

be no longer entitled to the prefiz of

“Ronourable” or to tlake precedence

over members of the Legislative As-

sembly at State functions.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment
was not in order. It should have been
moved when the Bill itself was before
the TIouse, and not now when hon. mem-
bers were considering an amendment re-
quested by the Legislative Couneil.

Mr. GEORGE: We were diseussing
the Legislative Council and therefore it
was open to any lion. member to move
an amendment relevant to the question.

The CHATRMAN: The question be-
fore the Committee was the Council’s
requested amendment to Clause 3. Con-
sequently the amendment moved by the
member for York was ont of order and
could not be accepted.

Mr. GEORGE: 1In his opinion the
amendment was perfeetly in order. He.
must disseni from the ruling on the
ground that the amendment was rele-
vant and that the member for York had
the right to make such amendment.

Dissent from ruling.

Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

The Chairman reported the disseni.

Mr. Speaker: T must nphold the rul-
ing; the amendment is not relevant.

My, George: T wounld like to say—

Mr. Walker: Is there any other point?
T submit there ean he no debate unless
there is,

My, Speaker: There can be no diseus-
sion,

Mr. George: It is unly my respect for
the Chair that compels me to accept the
ruting, hecause you did not have the
facts placed before you,
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Mr. Seaddan: Is it right that the hon.
member can reflect on the Chair in mak-
ing that statement?

Mr. Speaker: I have taken the dizsent
as it is written, and T rule that the hon.
member, unless he dissenls from my
raling, can make no furiher vemarks.

Mr, Scaddan: My objection is {o the
reflection that the Deputy Chairman did
not place the facts before you.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Mur-
ray must certainly withdraw that reflec-
tion.

Mr. George: Certainly. No man de-
sires to show imore rtespect than myself
to the Chairman and Mrv, Speaker. What
I mean——

Mr. Walker: I must take the point,
You have given a definite ruling, and
no other point has arisen, or ean arise,
and, therefore, no debate is in order,

Mr. Speaker: That is so.

Mr, Monger: May I ask if it is pos-
sible during the debate on thia Bill to
bring in the clause I have saggested?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member has
raised a protest, and properly so, and
I have decided the point, and I have no
further duty but to leave the Chair.

Committee resumed.

Mvr. Jacoby in the Chair.

Question (that the Council’s amend-
ment be made) put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves .. . -5
‘Noes .. - .. 8
Majority for .. 23

Aves,
Mr. Angwin Mr., McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Male
Mr. Boltonr Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carson Mr., Murphy
Mr. Colller Mr. Nanson
Mr. Cowcher Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Daglish Mr. Osborn
Mr, GIN Mr. Price
Mr. Gordon Mr. Beaddan
Mr. Gourley Mr, Swan
Mr. Gregory Mr. Troy
Mr. Helitmann Mr. Walker
Mr, Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Horan Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Layran (Teller.)
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NoEs.
Mr, Brown My, Monger
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Osborn
Mr. George Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Harper { Tguer,)
Mr. Hayward

Quesiion thus passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

Resolutions reported; and the report
adopted,

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation
for the purpose of the amendments made
to the Bill,

Mesage retirned to the Legislative
Couneil notifying that the Assembly had
made the amendments requested.

BILL—LICENSING.
Council's Message.
Schedule of amendments pressed by the
Legislative Council now considered.

. In Committee.

Mr. Foulkes in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

No. 4, Clause 8, Subelause (2).—
Strike out all the words after “persons”
in line two of subelanse and insert “to
be appointed from time to time by the
Governor.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
requested smendment wasked that the
bench be nominative instead of elective,
The subsequent amendments were all
consequential. The Legislative Couneil
had adopted all the amendments made
by the Asembly with the exception of
that dealing with the constituiion of the
licensing benches. On three previous oc-
casions this House had affirmed the prin-
ciple of elective benches as against
henches wholly nominee. The Council
had eonsidered this matter also, and he
feared at this stzge to intimate that the
Assembly would not aceept the sup-
gested amendment. He was afraid that
if the Asembly insisted upon elective
benches it would prevent this important
measure beeoming law during the pre-
sent session. There came a time when
the truest wisdom was to compromise,
and in the circumstances he thought it
would be unwise to persist in our oppo-
sition to the wishes of the Coumeil. If
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the Committee refused to make this re-
quested amendment and the Bill should
be lost, the position would be that we
should still have nominated benches in
existenee, and would have lost the advis-
able reforms provided in the Bill. He
moved—

That the amendmenis 4. 35, 6, 119,
120, and 127 be made.

{(Hon. T. I. Quinlan took the Chair.)

Mr. SCADDAN: It was to be hoped
the Committee wonld insist upon the
system of elective benches, even at the
visk of losing the Bill. The Attorney
General Lad asked that we should show
some spirit of compromise in the matter
in order that the Bill might become law,
We had shown some spirit of eompro-
mise in that we only asked that iwo
members of the bench be elective, while
the third would consist of the resident
magistrate, nominated as ebaivman, This
surely was a compromise hetween wholly
nominee and wholly elective benches. This
being so, the responsibility of losing the
Bill, if it were to Dbe lost, wonld rest
wilh another place.

Mr. GEORGE: The question had heen
fully debated and this Cormmittee had ex-
pressed their views in an unmistakable
fashion. Members had already compro-
mised by agreeing to the proposal that a
resident magistrate should be c¢hairman,
with two elective mewbers. He had a
greai belief in the necessity for a second
Chamber, but if, time after time, members
of the Assembly were to have their
matured views cast on one side the think-
ing men throughout the State would ask
whether or not we should retain a second
Chamber.  The Attormey General had
suggested that if we insisted upon elective
benclies the Bill would be thrown out.
There were times when self-respect called
for insistence, The Hounse would be
staltifying itself if elective benches were
not insisted upon. Expediency was not
always advisable when the question of
self-respect came into consideration. Tf
the matter eame to a vete he intended to
support the orviginal recommendation of
the Assembly. Nor did he think the Bill
would be lost if we refused to make the
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requested amendment, for there was such
a thing as a conference between the two
Houses. He hoped hon, members would
refuse to make the amendment requested
by another place,

Mr. FOULEES: In his opinion an at-
tempt had been made to put him in the
Chair in order that he might have no
opportunity of expressing his views on
this question. So strongly did he feel un
this point, however, that he would have
left the Chair rather than be deprived of
his rights. !t was apparent the liguor
trade influenced the Whips, and that was
why the Government party had taken up
that attitnde towards this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw that,

Mr. FOULKES withdrew. If the
referenda were carried in April next the
control of the liquor traffic would be
under the Federal Parliament, according
to such an authority as Sir John Quiek;
and already the temperance societies in
New South Wales had passed resolutions
dealing with that aspect of the question.
Therefore, if this Bill passed, it would
be of no value, because the moment the
referenda were carried the liguor traffie
wonld come under the control of the Fed.-
eral Parliament. So we were beating the
air in passing this Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill was never regarded by the Govern-
ment in the light of a strict party mea-
sure, and the appeal {o make the amend-
ments suggested was not an appeal based
on party grounds, but was based upon
saving the Bill because of the important
reforms it would effect. One conld under-
stand members refusing to make the
amendment if it was vital to the Bill, but
it was not. The vital point of the Bill
was local option,

Mr. Seaddan: Why call it loeal option?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So it 15,

Mr, Scaddan: Keep on saying it often
enough and we will believe you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Does
net the hon. member eall it local option?

Mr. Scaddan: I want it to be more so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill eriginally contained more local option
than it now gave, hut it was the votes of
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hon. members opposite that had deprived
the Bill of many of its local option
features. ‘The Bill originally provided
immediate reduetion of licenses and most
advanced temperance legislation; but it
was on the motion of the member for
East Fremantle, whe was supported by
the leader of the Opposition and other
members on the Opposition side, that the
full measure of reform the Government
hoped for was prevented,

Mr. Secaddan: I did not vote with the
hon, member.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At any
rate a cerfain number of the Qpposition
supported the member for East Fre-
mantle. The leader of the Opposition
tried to have public houses opened on
Sundays, and again and again was the
foremost ehampion of the reactionary
proposition. He (the Attorney General)
joined issue with those whg, for parly
purposes, tried to ereate the impression
that the Labour party were on the side
of temperance reform. They were on the
side of the nationalisation of the drink
traffie, and hoped to make what revenne
they possibly could out of it. Their de-
sire was nol to abolish the drink traffic,
but to make it a source of revenue and to
obtain wealth. It was merest hypoerisy
on the part of the Labour party to at-
tempt to persuade the elestors that they
were on the side of temperance reform.
As regarded the Federal referenda, we
had to deal with the position as it was to-
day and not with the possibility men-
{ioned by the member for Claremont.
But the hon. member was mistaken; the
electors of Australia would not allow the
Federal Constitution to be turned inside
out. However, the important question be-
fore members now was whether we should
imperil the Bill by refusing to make this
amendment,

Mr. BATH: The hon. member spoke
with warmth, wmdeness, and inaceur-
acy on maiters entirely foreign to
amendment. Members of the
Opposition at this stage were not going
to justify their sincerity on local
option. At the same time the power
given of electing two representatives on
the lieensing bench was essentially a part
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of local option. Nominated benches and
local option were diametrieally opposed.
In the United States efforts towards tem-
peranee reform were defeated by the fact
that the measures were administered by
oflicials out of sympathy with the aspira-
tions of the people for temperance reforn.
We could not have satisfaction from
rominee boards, nor from the administra-
tion of the law by unsympathetic benches,
There was no desire on the part
of the Labour party to nationalise the
drink traffic in order to make profit out
of it. The desire was to have popular
vontro] so that there wounld be no vestad
interests to fight when the people wished
for a greater instalment of reform. Evi-
dently the Attorney General was seeking
ar this early stage to put in a little elee-
lioneering business, bui members would
wait for a later opportunity to attest to
ihe desires of the Labouwr party to mini-
mise the drink traffie. By econsenting to
the amendment of the Legislative Couneil
we consented to a mutilation of the prin-
ciple of local option whickh would have a
areat influence in preventing it from hav-
ing any practical effect.

Mr. Murphy: Will people nominated to
licensing benehes be opposed to temper-
ance principles?

Mr. BATH: Undoubtedly.

Mr, Murphy: The present licensing
benches do not show it.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was to be hoped the
Committee would iusist upon the principle
of eleclive benehes. The provision was
a considerable improvement on the Bill
as originally drafted. Under this system
the people would have power to remove
the members of a beneh who refused to
carry out the wishes expressed by the
electors at a local optien poll,

Mr. MURPHY : For his part he was in
favour of the original proposal for nomi-
nee benches. He was sorry the members
for Brewn Hill and East Fremantle
thought that becanse gentlemen might be
appointed by the Government to admini-
ster the Act they would of necessity do
anything enntrary to the wishzs of a par-
ticular distriet. The member for Brown
Hill had inferred that in appointing nomi.
nees the Government would be eareful to
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see that the gentlemen appointed were
opposed to the views of the temperance
party, Extreme opinion had ever been a
bar to appointments to the licensing
bench. For the purity of the bench it
wus neeessary to see that extremists were
not put on the bench.

Mr. BOLTON: The Commiftee baving
on three occasions decided agaiust the pro-
posals of the Government it should be
suftivient for the Government to aceept
the wishes of the majority of the Cham-
ber. It being tie last few minutes of the
session so many members had left that
possibly the Government, through the
Leuvislative Couneil, would get their own
way in this matter. It would be a stand-
ing disgrace if such taetics were adopled.
No member who had voled for elec-
tive benches could with any self-respect
now reverse his vote. There must have
been some intrigue to arrange for the de-
hate 1o be kept poing and for this guestion
to be hronght up at such a time. It
seemed to him the Government thought
the most vital point in the Bill was that
the beneh should be nominated. Tt was
undignified in the Government to ask us
{0 baek down becanse another place set
store by this amendment. He did noi
think the measure would be thrown out,
nor did he think the Attorney General
thought it would be thrown out, if we re-
fused to make the amendment. In any
case, the onus of defeating the meagure
would not rest on this Chamber. He ap-
pealed to hon. members to refuse to make
the amendment requested by another
place.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - - .o 21
Noes .- .e .. 20
Majority for -1
AYES.
My. Brown ' Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher + Mr. Monger
M Daglish ! Mr. 5. F. Moore
Ale, Davles Mr. Murphy
Mr. Gregory Mr. Nanson
Mr. Hardwick . Mr. Osborn
Mr. Harper ' Mr. Piesse
Mr, Hayward ' Mr. . Wilson
Mr. Jacohy Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Teller).
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NoEs,
Mr. Apgwin ¢ My, Hudson
Mr, Bath Mr. Price
Mr. Bolton . Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Collfer Mr. Swan
Mr, Foulkes i Mr. Troy
Mr, George Mr. Underwood
Mr. GiI I Mr. Ware
Mr. Gourley | Mr. A. A, Wilson
My, Heltmann . My O’Loghien
Mr. Holman {Teller).
Mr. loran

Question passed; the Conneil’s amend-
ment made,

Mr. GEORGE: Am I in order in
moving that ihe numbers of the division
be sent to the Legislative Council by Mes-
sage so0 that they may have an oppor-
tunity of seeing how the decision has
been arrived at,

The CHATIRMAN: No.

Resolution reported.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL woved--

That the report be adopted,

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. N3 |
Noes . .. .o 20
Majority for o1
AYEs,
Mr, Brown Mr. Mele
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitehell
Mr Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Davies Mt. Furphy
Mr. Gordon Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Osborn
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. F, Wilsen
Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman
Mr. Jacaby (Teller).
Nozg,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hudson
Mr. Bath Mr. Price
Mr. Bolten Mr. Scaddanp
Mr. Colller Mr. 8wan
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Troy
Mr. Qeorge Mr. Uoderwood
Mr. GllI Mr. Ware
Mr. Gourley Mr. A. A. Wilsan
Mr. Heltmann Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Holman (Taller.)
Mr. Horan
Question  thus passéd; the reporl
adopted.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—
That a Message be sent to theflLegis.
lative Council acquainting them accord-
ingly. .
Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting
this motion I wish to point out that in
considering the Council's Message on
this Bill the House has on this occasion
departed from the principle of refusing
to consider Messages in which requested
amendments are pressed. Without going
into the question at length, I would
suggest that the House should follow
the example of the House of Repre-
sentatives in declaring by resolution
that it is for the sake of carrying on
the business of the people that it refrains
from insisting upon ita rights. 1 shall
quote the procedure of the Commonwealth
on the 26th May, 1908. A Message
was then before the House and Mr.
Deskin moved by leave—

That having regard to the factjthat
the public welfare demands the early
enactment of the Tariff, and pending
the adoption of Joint Standing Orders,
this House refrains from the deter-
mination of its constitutional rights
or obligations in respect to the Message
No. 28 received from the Senate
in reference to the Customs Tariff
Bill (1907), and resolves to consider
it forthwith. ,
Question put and passed; Messege

accordingly sent.

L T Y

BILL—COTTESLOE BEACH RATES
VALIDATION.
Second Reading.

Mr. FOULKES (Claremont) in_moving
the second reading said : As I set forth
in asking for leave to introduce this
Bill, various pages of the ratebook of
the Cottesloe Beach board of health
werea not properly signed by the chairman,
and owing to the irregularity the rate
could not be enforced. A number of
ratepayers have paid voluntarily, but
& certain number have refrained from
paying. It is necessary in order to
carry on the work of the local authority
in regard to the sanitation of the district
that these rates should be collected,
and this Bill is to .validate the striking
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of the rate and to cover the irregularity.
I move—

v That the Bili be now read o second
s time. SN
“vMr. HUDSON (Dundas): I do not
know what occult influence the member
for Claremont lias over the Government—
I would not dare to suggest it has any-
thing to do with the elections—that he
should have the privilege of bringing
in Bills at this stage, when other private
members have npot that opportuniby.
1 would not suggest it had anything
to do with the elections, because it
would send the hon. member into &
fit of melancholin. Some time ago
when & Bill of & similar description was-
introduced into the House, it was in-
troduced by the Minister for Works, and
it was passed for exactly a similar reason
as obtains in this case, that owing to
technicalities, technical objections raised
by those bheastly lawyers, they woere
able to advise their clients to avoid
paying their just dues, - However, as
wo do not allow lawyers to rule, we
should see that those who are under
the obligation to pay health rates should
be made to pay them. This is & corres-
ponding measure to that passed in
regard to the Cottesloe Beach roads
board a couple of years ago. It is
purely to assist the roads board in
collecting health rates which certain
individuals refuse to pay through a
technical errer in the books of the
local board of health.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): I under-
stand this Bill has to dea, with rates
levied five or six years ago. The hon.
member can convey it to his constituents,
T think, that they are grossly neglecting
their duty in taking this course of action.
If these rates were struck five or six
years ago, where is the justice of coming
on the present occupiers for the rates
due by their predecessors ?

Mr. Hudson: It is their duty to
inquire what rates have been paid.

Mr. GEORGE: Anyone who knows
his duty inquires, but many -do not
inquire and fall in. While it is right
rates should be paid, still, T think this
body or any other body which neglects
its duty is deserving of reprimand for not
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taking earlier action. Why did they not
put it before the House two or three
years ago, when the question of validating
their rates could have been better
discussed than it cen be at this late
period ¥ There have been & number
of these Bills brought forward. 1 think
it is about time these local authorities
understood distinotly that if they make
an error they will have to foot the Bill

Mr. Hudson: Yet you supported a
measure like the Roads Bill, meking for
all sorts of informalities.

Mr. GEORGE: If there should be
any informality it should be possible
to get these matters put into proper
form.

Mr. Scaddan: What do we pay
auditors for ? :
Mr. GEORGE: I do not know.

Why do we pay & lot of members on
your side of the House! I rose for
the express purpose of impressing on
the member for Claremont, who seems
to have all this unpleasant work to do,
the necessity for bucking up against
these boards, and telling them that if
they do not keep up to the seratch he
will not assist them in matters of this
kind.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

_ In Committee, elc. .

. Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment ;
and the report adopted.

Read = third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES -
REDEDICATION (No. 3).
Council's Amendment.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with an amendment which was
now considered.

In Commitiee.
Mr. Jacoby in the Chair.
No. 1, Title.—S8trike out from
in line 3 to AM in line 4.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
smendment was of no importance, as it
contained no principle. It represented

119 and »
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simply an alteration in the Title. He

moved—
That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.
Resolation  reported, the report
adopted, and a DMessage accordingly
returned to the Legislative Council

PARLIAMENTARY DINING ROOM,
ATTENDANCE.

Mr. HUDSON (Dundas): During
the last few months the attendance in
the dining room had come under his
notice. He had no fault to find with
the attendance in the Assembly, but

" there was fault in connection with the

dining room. It did not lie with the
attendants, but with somebody who had
control over them ; and as Mr. Speaker
was the head of the House Committee,
he would like to draw attention to the
fact that the stewards, during the
strenuous time in Parliament for some
months, were not treated as they should
be treated. There was no desire to
make any reflection on the House Com-
mittes, but the House Committee had a
secretary, and if they exercised more
control over their secretary things might
be hetter. Mr. Speaker would, no doubt,
see that the men were not overworked
and underpaid. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The House Com-
mittee was composed of representatives
of both Houses. Effect would be given
to the hon. member’s remarks. Already
he (Mr. Speaker) had taken the re.
sponsibility of telling the secretary to the
House Committee that during the heavy
all-night sittings the caterer must employ
extra hands, and not have the men
worked as they were being worked.
The Houase would endorse that action.
However, he would he glad to convey
to the secretary of the House Com-
mittee the desire of the hon. member,
and probably the desire of all members,
that the waiters should be well treated
and not overworked, as he believed
they had been this session.

Mr. Hudson: And not underpaid.
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; and not
underpaid.



CLOSE OF SESSION—STATE OF
BUSINESS.

The PREMYER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
There secemed to be some doubt as to
whether the business between the two
Houses had been cleared up.  Mr. Speaker
might leave the Chair until 7-30, and
in the meantime the Clerks would get
into communication with one another
and see that the business was ail in order.
The House could meet for 8 few minutes
after tea and then adjourn.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure there
will be no objeecticn to my leaving
the Chair until 7-30 p.m.

Sitting suspended from .10 to 7.30 p.m.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED FROM
COUNCIL.

1. Roads Closure (without amend-
ment).

2. Roman Catholic Church Property
(without amendment).

3. Mines and Machinery Inspection
(without amendment).

4, Cottesloe Beach Rates Validation
{without amendment}.

ADJOURNMENT—COMPLIMENT.
ARY REMARKS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :

I beg to move—
That the House at ile rising adjourn

cuntil 4-30 pam. on Tuesday, 21st

February.
In moving this I wish to explain that
it is not the intention to meet on that
date, but it is the intention that the

House shall be prorogued by proclama-

tion in the interim. This will give
His Excellency the Governor an oppor-
tunity of perusing the measures we
have passed during the later days of
the session, and of attending to them
before the issue of the proclamation
proroguing Parliament. I may per-

haps be permitted to take this oppor- ~

tunity of expressing my sincere thanks
to hon. members for the strenuous
work they have put in during this
sesston, at any rate sinee I took office
as Premier, and also for having szo
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generously agreed that I shall represent
Western Australia at the forthecoming
Coronation ceremony to be held in Lon-
don in June next. I shall, of course,
proceed to London, all being well,
with the full consciousness of my re-
sponsibility to the State I have the
honour to represent, not as a leader of
any party of political thought in Western
Australia but, I hope, as a representative
of the State, as representing all classes
of the State. And I shall be able to
assure His Majesty the King, if I get
the opportunity, that in Western Aus-
tralia he has many loyal subjects,
subjects as loyal as are to be found
in any portion of the British Empire,
and that they belong to all classes
of the community and all shades of
political thought. I have to express
my regret that you, Sir, purpose re-
tiring from public life, and to say how
I appreciate the wvery long services
you have rendered to your native State
in a public capacity, You, I believe,
are the father of the House at the present
time. I do not think there is another
member who has served more con.
tinuously or longer than you have in
the Chamber, and notwithstanding that
perhaps hon. members may at times have
taken exception to your rulings, I think
I am voicing the opinion, at any rate
of all members on this side of the House
and, I believe, on the other side also,
when I say they appreciate the fact
that you have conscientiously endea-
voured to carry out the responsible
duties of the position you occupy. To
you I extend my heartfelt thanks for
your kindness and consideration at all
tines during the period I have been a
responsible Minister of the Crown. Ihave
to thank the Chairman of Committees
and also the Deputy Chairman for the
zeal displayed in the positions they
occupy. To the Clerks of the House
my thanks go out unstintedly, and to
the members of the Hansard Staff, and
the attendants ; because it is undoubted
we have had a most strenuous session
and they, I think, of all who are con.
nected with this Assembly must most
have felt the long hours and trying
sittings which we have been obliged to
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endure in the interests of the country.
There is one other I wish to refer to,
namely, my dear old friend the member
for Wellington, Mr. Hayward, a gentle-
man who, at an advanced age, is retiring
into private life after having served his
country in thiz Chamber for 10 years.
He entered Parliament at what we might
term san advanced age, and he has set
an example of zeal, energy, and deter
mination in attention to his public
duties which might well be emulated
by members in both Houses of Parlia-
ment. Since his sericus illness he has
shown unmistakably that determination
and zeal I have referred to in order
that his country might benefit by the
self-sacrifice he has made on her behalf,
and his attendance in this House has
been, I think, a lesson to us all. I hope
he may long live to benefit by and enjoy
the rest which he undoubtedly deserves.
In conclusion may I be permitted also
to say that no matter what the turmoil
of this session may have been, no matter
how much heat may have been displayed
in debate, or how much animosity at
times, yet I feel we have achieved
great work in_the interests of the State,
and I feel we part to-night on the eve
of an extended recess with mutual
feelings of respect. Although we may
differ yet we can respect our opponents
and extend mutual good wishes for the
welfare of every individual member of
the House. At any rate, that is my
feeling to-night, and I wish every hon.
member of the Assembly—

- Mr. Heitmann : A safe return.

The PREMIER: A good holiday
during recess, & recuperative rest and
respite from the arduous labours they
have been called npon to undergo, and
if not a speedy return to the same
positions they occupy, at any rate a
speedy edvancement to some better
positions in some other walk of life.
I hope all members may have that
success and that enjoyment which,
I think, the evidences of prosperity in
this State warrant us expecting. Es-
pecially am I conveying that expression
of goodwill to the leader of the Opposition,
who has, undoubtedly, taken very great
pains in order to do his best o criticise

the legislation during the present ses<i
80 that we might achieve thiw.-
great results, those beneficial results,
in our legislation which, I am sure,
we have achieved in the interests of
the State of Western Australia.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): With
very few words I desire to express on
behalf of members of the Opposition,
together with myself, our thanks to the
Premier, as leader of the House, for
the courtesy he has from time to time
extended to his opponents. The present
session has probably been the most
strenuous in the history of seli-govern-
ment in Western Australia. I believe
the 1907 session was rather strenuous ;
but while it was strenuous to some
extent, it cannot be compared with the
present session. It is true that at
various times there was a fair amount
of warmth introduced into debates;
but may I say on behalf of this side,
a3 well as myself, if some of us have
shown a little warmth it was not for
the purpose of showing any direct
antagonism to snyone personally, but
because we believed that the matters
which we were discussing at the time
were not in the interests of the country
generally. At the same time may I
remark that what the Government have
done during the session is exactly what
this party would do if we were on the
Treasury bench ; not that we would
introduce the same class of legislation,
but once heving set our minds upon a
policy we believed to be in the interests
of the country, we would endeavour
by every legitimate means in our power
to obtain & sufficient majority of members
in the House. At times a little warmth
has been shown, even to you occupying

_the position as Speaker of the House,

but let me assure you, Mr. Speaker,
that on mo occasion to my knowledge
has that warmth been shown to you
personally. We have at times felt that
the decisions from the Chair have not
been in accordance with the Constitution
or the Standing Orders under which we
are working, and in view of that fact
we undoubtedly did that which was
our right, to question those decisions ;
but we recognised at the same time,

Ay
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ihat so far as you were personally con-

verned. you endeavoured to do that which
" you cousidered was right.  We also
appreciate the assistance rendered, ot
only to the House and to the Govern-
ment, but to individual members of
the House and Chamber, by the Clerks
and tbe other ofiicers. 1 believe they
have been at all times most courteous to
members, and have never wearied in
doing anything ihat would assist them
i earrying on their work in this place.
Hon, members of the Opposition, I hope,
will have a speedy veturn, not to the

places  they af  present oecupy but
just over the way; not that 1 think
there has heen anything in  the way

of making that side of the House more
comtortable than it is.

T'he Minister for Works: It is not
tuo comfortable,
Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member

should not retain any place he considers
v fortable,. 1 believe we are going
to have one of the longest recesses on
record.  eight or nine months;  but
even duving that time 1 hold members
of Parhament are doing something of
service to the Srate by attending to
matters of administration and assisting
Ministers in that direction, Members
on either side of the House are always
anxious o do their hest in the interests
vl the eountry, not from the standpoint
of gaining some {emporary advantage
for themselves, but for the purpose of
bettering the conditions of those they
are here to serve, both while Parliament
i sitting and during the recess, thongh
the latter may be long, T trust the
Premier will bave a pleasant trip to the
old eountry; I believe he will. Above
all. T hope his trip will not only be
peasurable to him, bot of lasting benefit
to the Siate; I believe alsp that will he
the c¢ase. I desire again to thank
the: leader of the House for the couriesy
he has extended from time to time:
and while there has been some warmth
in this Chamber, we nll appreciate the
fart that wutside the Chamber we Teel
just as  warmly towards each other
but i a totally different maoner; and
I hope that manner displayed during

this session will continue bhetween us.
(1341
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Some of us may not return to occupy
seats in the Chamber, but others will
I have been lere something approaching
seven vears, and during that time I bave
made close triendships with members—
and some ex-members. 1 am pleased
that among those who are not sitfing
in the Chamhber to-day I made friend-
ships in my early political eareer which
to-day are just as closely knit as
ever they were. That is one advaniage
of publie life, It it were not for that
I am certain many of as would not
vive it consideration. [f outside the
House there were to be the same divisions
as there are inside, I am afraid there
would e many calls for the Ayes or the
Noes, It is because we can make
friendships lasting outside the Chamber
although we differ politieally that malkes
political life less burdensome than it
would otherwise be. Because members
have their burdens ; politieal life,
after all, is a great worry, though, no
doubt, many outside think it is rather
pleasant work ; it is a zreat worry,
and a great vesponsibility, and trying
to members; but we are relieved to a
great extent by the fact that, though
we differ in many matters, we maie
close friendships, and they continue for
many years after we have left public
life.  In that regard, may I say, [
regret, with the Premier, that vou,
Mr. Speaker, have decided to rvetire
from public life. Though we have
differed on politieal matters as strongly
as any wmay do, yet we recoguise thut
vour eoustifuents are the judges as to
whether 1they constder you are doing
what is in the best interests of the State,
and we have to acvcept their verdiet, as
we have to aceept the verdict of ihe
vonstituents of those on this side of the
House. We trust the friendship between
those on this side of the House as well
as those on the Guvernment side towards
vourself wili long continve. We have
always recognised in the member for
Wellington a gentleman who has paid
¢lose atteution to his Parliamentary
duties, and who bas been most conrteous
on all oecasions, I trust, with the
Premier, he may be long spared 1o
enjov the rest he is about to take.
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Mr. SPEAKER (Hou. T. ¥. Quinlan):
Alr. Premier, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, and fellow members: In the first
instance I desire to thank the Premier
and also the leader of the Opposition for
their kindly references to myself. I was
more than pleased that the leader of the
Opposition, during tbe course of his
speech, referred to the fact that there was
nothing personal mm regard to anything
I have done. As to what I have done,
although differing at times from mem-
bers, 1 am sure I should be lacking in my
duty if, when I come for the last time to
address this Assembly, I should feel that
1 have anything to reproach myself up-
on so far as my conscience is concerned.
Although we have differed on many oe-
casions, although differences have arisen,
the records will prove one year, or ten
years, or 20 years hence, that what I have
on every oceasion given as my ruling has
been prompted only from one souree
alone—that T believed I was doing right.
1 was glad to rvecogmise among those in
attendance to-day my friend, the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Mr. Walker), who has
on many occasions differed from me. I
am glad to see he is again restored to
health. We recognise his great ability,
and I wish to pay him a special compli-
ment; becanse, although on many ocea-
sions the hon. member has differed from
me, he has always been a gentleman; and
I think he has been an example in the
manner he has eontrolled himself in the
House while differing from the Speaker.
1 am delighted, indeed, to join with the
Premier and the leader of the QOpposition
in their kindly references to my dear old
friend, I am sure everyone’s friend, not
only in the Assembly, but throughout the
State, Mr. Hayward; hLkewise our ox-
Premier, Sir Newton Moore. I feel it is
ineumbent oh me, on my last oceasion of
addressing this House, to make these re-
ferences, becanse I know it is the feeling
of hon. members and that I merely
echo their sentiments. 8o far as my
future is coneerned, I am the oldest mem-
ber of the Assembly by many years;
there are a few others who were with me
in former times many years ago, and the
mantle of being the oldest member will
probably fali on the shoulders of one of
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them after the coming elections, because
1 do nut intend to be a candidate, Al- |
though 1 have felt very keenly some of
the remarks made, especially during the
sessiont, with regard to myself, 1 am con-
soled by the fact that I have the confi-
dence of my constituents. I have verb-
ally and in writing been assured of my
relyrn again if I chose to alter my de-
cision.  With the exeeption of the one
whn oppused me ou the last oecasion, I
have been assured generally, and even
by some of my oppouent’s supporters
in this regard. So it will be seen that
in anything I bave done in the past 1
bad no ulterior motives. My only one
regret is—and I should be lacking in my
duty if 1 did pot say it, and I am sure
I will he.pardoned for saying it, and I
hope it will not burt the feeling of any
member, hut T cannot go out 'of public
life in this Chamber without saying it—
that there lLiave been reflections east upon
reputable citizens and suspicions exhibited
on men in public life in this State duar-
ing the past few years. I know the gen-
tlemen who have been referred to and
1 am sorry indeed. I should be wanting
in my duty if I did wot express my feel-
ings. Also, gentlemen have been assailed
without any right of reply, gentlemen
holding responsible positions in the State,
and likewise some members of the eivil
service, I wish also to say [ am indeed
very deeply indebted to many members.
May I venture to hope, as the leader of
the Oppositon has kindly expressed it,
that all those who have differed from me
still believe I am worthy of their confl-
dence while they disagree with me, T de-
sire likewise to pay my tribute of res-
peet to the officers of the Honse, Mr. Lee
Steere and My. Grant, who have been go
kind and courteons to me, and have
assisted me on every possible ocea-
sion. May I also add, the same as-
sistance, 1 am sore, will be guaranteed
to my suecessor, These gentlemen bave
heen long well known to the publie and
are held in high esteem. However mem-
bers may disagree with the deeisions, the
Speaker has to consult his advisers, the
two officers T have named, and I will go
so far as to say there are no two genile-
men in Anstralia better eapable of ad-

L
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vising a Speaker of an Assembly than
those two. T wish aiso to pay my tribute
of vespect to Mr. Kidson for the courtesy
he has displayed in his official capaecity.
{ desire likewise to thank the subordinate
officers, the messengers, and others for
their kindness and courtesy to me on
every possible occasion, and they will re-
member I am sure, a kind friend when T
leave this Assembly. And not only does
it apply to the subordinate officers of the
Chamber, buf likewise my feelings are
with those connected with the domestic
department of the institution. They have
ever been helped by me as a friend at
all times. When their wishes have been
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placed before the eommittee of witich I
am a member I have endeavoured to pro-
tect their vights, and the most subordi-
nate of these will ever remember me as a
kindly friend, [ thank the Premier, the
leader of the Opposition, and all mem-
bers, and as [ say farewell in this, my
Jagt address in the Chamber, I am re-
minded of a few lines—
Friends, love and money pass away,
Mere bubbles on life’s river:

And soon for us must come the day
When we leave all for ever.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 83 p.m.

By proclamation dssued in a Gowern-
ment Gazette Extraordinary, on Thurs-
day, 16th Pebruary, 1911, the following
Bills, passed during the session of Parlia-
ment, in addition to those to which assent
had already been reported, were assented
te by His Excellency the Governor:—

A Bill for “An :Act to vest in the Munii-
cipolity of York the land and other
assels of the York Mechanics’ Insii-
tute, freed from the trusts affecting
the same; 1o discharge the Trusiees
thereof from such Trusts, and lo pro-
vide for the payment by the said
Municipalily of all the Hebilities of
the said Institute.”

Bill for “dAn Adet to alter the boun-

daries of the Leederville and (olles-

loe Blunicipal Districts, and the

Peppermint  Grorve and (oticsloe

Beach Road Districts.”

1 Bill for “An Aet to apply out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund und from
Moneys to Credit of the Geueral Loan
Fund and from the Loan Suspense
Aeccount the sum of Three Hundred
and Secenty-seven Thousand Pounds
to the Service of the Year ending
30th June, 19117

B far “dm Act to awltherise an
Exiension of the Bridgetown-Tl-
garrup Railway.”

A Bill for “An At to authorise lhe
Construction of @ Railway from
Quairading to Nunajin.”

v

A Bill fer “.An .t to authorise an
Extension of the Wagin-Dumbleyung
Railway”

A Bill for “Un Aet to authorise the
Construction of o Railway from
IFickepin to Merredin”

LBt for “idn Aet to authorise the
cunstruction of « Railway from Tam-
bellup to Ongerup.”

A Bl for “dn det te authorise the
construction of a railway from Nor-
thampton to Ajana.”

A Bill for “idn Aet to amend the Bread
det, 19037

A Bill for “dAm _lel to authorise the
Construction of a Railway [from
Katanning to Nampup.”

A Bilt for “An Aet to extend the powers
possessed by the Municipality of
Bunbury under the Eleciric Lighting
let, 1892; to facilitate the exercise of
sueh powers, and for those purpeses
to confer additional borrewing powers
on the said Municipality.”

A B fer “dn et 1o authorise the
{'omstruction of a Railway from
Naraling to Yuna”?

A Bl for “un et to authorise the

Coustruction of a Railway from Brook-
ton to Kunjinn."

AOBL for “dAn el to authorise the
(lonstruction of « Railway from
Wongan Hills lo Mullewa.”

A Bl for “An Aef to authorise the
(‘enstruetion of o« Railway from
Duwellingup 1o Hotham.”
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A Bill for “dn Act to appropriate and
apply out of the Consolidated Reu-
enue Fund and from Moneys to
("redit of the Trust Fund, the General
Loan Fund, and the Loan Suspense
deeount certain sums 1o make good
the supplies granted for the Service
of the Year ending the thirtieth day
of June, One thovsand nine hundred
and eleven, and to supplement grants
made by the present Parliament dur-
ing ils last Sessions in adjustment of
the Vote ‘Advance to Treasurer,
1908-9 and 1909-107 for charges dur-
ing the years ended the 30th day nf
June, 1909, and the 30th day of June,
19107 ’

A Bill for “An Act to apply out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund and from
Moneys to credit of the General Loan
Fund the sum of One Million Siz
Hundred and Eighty-three Thousand
Seven Hundred Pounds to the Ser-
vice of the Year ending 30th June,
1912»

A Bill for “An Act to amend the Fer-
tilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act,
1904

A Bill for “:An Act to amend the
Cemeteries Aect, 18977

A Bill for “An Act io further amend
the Game Act, 18927

A Bill for “An Aect to amend the
Fisheries Act, 1305

A Bill for “An Acl to further amend
the Fremantle Harbour Trust .et,
1902.”

A Bill for “dn Act to further amend
the Transfer of Land .lct, 18937

A Bill for “4n .let to provide for the
appointment and incorporation of
Trustees for the Public Library of
WWestern .lustralia, and the Western
Australian Museum and .1rt Gallery,
and for purposes consequent on and
incidental to thal object.”

A Bill for “An Act to amend the
Criminal Code Act, 19027

4 Bill for “An Aet to consolidate and
amend the Law relating to Road
Boards.”

A Bill for “An Acl to authorise the
raising of & sum of Two million and
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one hundred thousand pounds by
Loan fur the construction of certain
Public Works and for other purposes,
and the Re-appropriation of certain
Loan Moneys”

b Bill for “An det to further amend
the Constilution .lci, 1889.”

A Bill for “An Aet to consolidate and
amend the Law relating to the
Sale of Fermented and Spirituous
Liguors."”

A Bill for “An Aet relating to the
allowances to Members of each
House of the Parliament of Western
Australia.”

A Bill for “An Act to consolidate and
amend the Law relating to Public
Health.”

A Bill for “An .lct Lo amend the Jury
Aet, 18987

L Bill for “dAn Aet to vest in the
Roman Catholic Bishep of the
Diocese of Perth, and his successors
in office, all property belonging to
or held on account of the said
diocese, and to make further pro-
vision for disposing of such pro-
perty and for other purposes conm-
nected therewith.”

1 Bill for “Aa et to Establish, In--
corporate, and Endow the University
of Western clustralia.”

A Bill for “An et relating 1o the ad-
ministration of Certain Acts for the
Inspection of Miues and Machkin-
ery”

=l Bill for “:ln Aet to change the dedi-
cation of portions of Permanent
Reserves mumbered 4/883 and
A/7686, and lo authorise the sale
of portions of Bunbury Town Lots
122 and 3527

A Bill for “dn .et for the Closing of
cerlain Roads or portions thereof”

L Bill for “.n lulet 1o validate cerlain
Rates wade by the Cotiesloe Beach
Local Board of IHealth (formerly
called the Buckland Hill Local
Board of Health)”

A Bill for “An Act to amend the
Aborigines Act, 19057

A4 Bill for “An Act to amend the Dis-
trict Fire Brigades Act, 1909.”
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A Bill for “dAn Act to amend the Elections.” [Assented to pursuant
Electoral Aet, 19077 to tnstructions previously received

A Bill for “dm Aet for the Redistri- from His Majesty under 7 Edud.
bution of Seats at Parliamentary FII., ¢h. 7.]

Parliament wns provogued by proeclamation issned in a Government Gazette
Extraordinary on Thursday, 16th February, 1011, to the 31st Aungust, 1911.

B y Authori ty: FRreD. Wu. Simpso .\: "Government Prin ter, Perth.



